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GLOSSARY 


BAW - Bundesanwaltschaft, Federal Prosecutors Office. 

BGH - Bundesgerichtshof, Federal High Court. 

BGS - Bundesgrenzschutz, Federal Border Guard. 

BKA - Bundes'kriminalamt, Federal Criminal Investigation Bureau, 
equivalent of FBI in the USA. 

E.coli-bri - journal of the anti-gene technology section of the 


West German women's movement. 

EMMA - popular feminist monthly, similar in some ways to Ms. 
Magazine in the USA. 

FRG - Federal Republic of Germany, West Germany. 

Gene Archive - archive of the anti-gene technology section of the 

West German women's movement. 

LKA - Landeskriminalamt, Provincial Criminal Investigation Bureau, 
serves same function as BKA at a provincial level. 

Lufthansa - West Germany's national airline. 

National Socialism - NS, Naziism. 

Paragraph 129a - legal paragraph governing membership in or sup¬ 
port for a "terrorist organization", extremely 
vague in its ramifications, used to attack the 
entire radical left. 

Paragraph 218 - legal paragraph governing abortion, longtime tar¬ 
get of West German feminists including the Rote 
Zora. 

Revolutionary Cells - RevolutionMre Zell^(RZ)^ Autonomist guerilla 


group, active since 1972. 

Rote Zora - Autonomist Feminist guerilla group, developed out of 
the Revolutionary Cells, first action in 1977, oper¬ 
ated within the RZ as Women of the Revolutionary Cells 
beginning in 1974. 

Stammheim - West German high-security prison, the 7th floor is 
reserved for the isolation of political prisoners. 

This complex, which also contains a courtroom bunker, 
was originally constructed for the trial of founding 
members of the Red Army Faction (RAF) in the early 
70s. 

TAZ - left daily newspaper, close 
critical of the gi 
radical left. 





Police Raid On Gene Archive—News From West Germany 
"The Gene Archive" 


Synopsis—In jthe evening of 18 December 1987, a search-and-arrest 
operation was carried out by the Federal Prosecutors Office(the 
Bundesanwaltschaft, the highest prosecuting authority in the Fed¬ 
eral Republic)in West Germany. It was primarily directed against 
women who critically examine questions of genetic and reproduction 
technology, and who have set up information and communication net¬ 
works. Among the places raided was the Gene Archive in Essen. The 
armed police raids were carried out by 200 officers of the Federal 
Criminal Investigation Office(the Bundeskriminalarates, the central 
police authority at the Federal level). Information materials and 
personal property were seized. Several women were taken into cus¬ 
tody . 

In the evening of December 18, 1987, a search-and-arrest operation 
took place in the Federal Republic instigated by the Federal Prose 
cutor's Office (Bundesanwaltschaft-BAW-the highest prosecuting au¬ 
thority in the Federal Republic). It was carried out by around 200 
officers of the Federal Criminal Investigation Office (Bundeskrimi 
nalamt-BKA-the central police authority at federal level, roughly 
equivalent, to the FBI), with the support of the local police. Thirt 
three objectives were affected by the measure (homes, work premise 
a medical practice) in three federal provinces. It was primarily 
directed against women who had critically examined questions of ge 
netic and reproduction technology and who had set up communication 
and work linkups within this framework. A second target was people 
who are concerned with refugees and those seeking asylum. 

The searches were carried out almost simultaneously, without searc 
warrants and using enormous numbers of police. Streets were sealed 
off; officers forced their way into premises with firearms at the 
ready, in part in the absence of those concerned or witnesses. Tho 
not involved had to identify themselves or were arrested; adjacent 
rooms, offices, and homes were also searched. Twelve persons were 
taken into temporary custody and were processed by the police re¬ 
cords department, some of them having to strip naked. Frequently, 
the party concerned was not informed of the reason for the search; 
others were told there was a suspicion of "membership of a terrori 
organization"(Article 129a of the Penal Code). Scientific material 
was seized, for example, relating to human genetics, prenatal diag 
nosis, research work into genetic technology, etc. also radio and 
video recordings, postcards, address lists of seminars, personal 
address books, notes, alarm clocks, and other objects. "Extreme 
condemnation"(of genetic technology) was cited as the criterion fo 
the seizure of documents. 

A woman from Hamburg, Ulla P., was flown to Karlsruhe on the same 
day and appeared before the examining magistrate at the Federal Su 
preme Court(Bundesgerichtshof-highest criminal court in the Federa 
Republic), who issued an arrest warrant. She was accused of "bare" 
membership of the "terrorist organization ’Rote Zora’" (which mean 
that she was not accused of any crime—on "Red Zora" see below). Si 
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then, she has been in the remand prison in Hamburg under tightened 
conditions of imprisonment (isolation, lawyer's visit with dividing 
glass wall, solitary outdoor exercise, restricted number of books, 
exclusion from communal activities). 

On December 2iD, another woman, the former EMMA journalist Ingrid S., 
was arrested and an arrest warrant issued against her on the grounds 
of "Membership...”, this time of "revolutionary cells" and suspicion 
of participation in the attack on the Lufthansa headquarters on Oc¬ 
tober 28, 1986. This attack was directed against the active parti¬ 
cipation of Lufthansa in the forcible deportation of women applying 
for asylum and in cooperating with prostitution tourism. According 
to the BAW, she bought an alarm clock in 1986 identical to the one 
used in the attack. 

On December 19, the alleged grounds for the searches were given in 
the regional and national media. It was stated that they were within 
the framework of investigations against 23 suspected members of 
"terrorist organizations, 'revolutionary cells' and the 'feminist 
wing Red Zora'" and had served "to put into safekeeping evidence of 
past and future crimes." Although the seized material could not have 
been examined at the time the newspapers went to press, they reported 
on the "successful action" and "deeper insight achieved into the or¬ 
ganization and methods of these groups." This obviously meant that 
statements had been issued in advance by the BAW or the BKA. In the 
following days it was repeatedly hinted by spokespersons of the BAW 
or of the Office for the Protection of the Constitution that "ex¬ 
tensive evidentiary documents had been seized" and the "structures 
of the Red Zora paralysed." 

Overall, the action was obviously aimed at giving the legal structures 
and discussion-contexts on the subject of genetic and reproduction 
technologies the odour of criminal/terrorist activities (i.e., di¬ 
rected against the population) in the media. The aim is to separate 
the growing, if in part unfocused, rejection of these technologies 
from those movements—in particular sections of the women's movement- 
—whe have formulated radical criticism of the development of the 
technologies and have for years been engaged in publicizing this. 

These tactics of the BKA and the BAW can only be understood in 
connection with the special characteristics in the Federal Republic 
of resistance to genetic and reproduction technologies and the va¬ 
rious forces taking part in it. Since spring 1985, when the first 
women's congress against genetic technology took place in Bonn, the 
discussion on the purposes and aims of genetic and reproduction tech¬ 
nology, human genetics, and surrogate motherhood has been assuming 
greater and greater proportions and not only within the women's move¬ 
ment. There is a wealth of publications dealing critically with this 
subject and in particular pointing out that the most personal sphere 
of women—capacity for childbirth—is to be taken from them. Several 
working parties of women's groups on genetic technology and population 
policy have followed. The positions worked out have been published 
at women's weeks and other events. In April 1987, a nationwide week 
of action was carried out against human genetic counseling. 
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As in other cities in the Federal Republic, in the Ruhr region too, 
where the main thrust of the police actions of December 18, 1987 
lay, events and actions on the subject of genetic technology and 
population policy have taken place in recent years. The Gene Archive 
in Essen is an association of various women who for several years 
have been collecting general, scientific, legal, and political pub¬ 
lications 'of all kinds on these subjects and making them available 
to interested laymen and women. According to their own conception 
of themselves, this work should serve to demystify the technologies 
involved and make them understandable and simplified. The social ac¬ 
ceptance of genetic and reproduction technologies should be made 
more difficult. Demands for state control of these new technologies 
and attempts to specify positively useful areas of application are, 
in their opinion, actually a contribution to promoting their accep¬ 
tance. Fundamental criticism of the content and methods of biological 
and medical research-—the main natural sciences of these technolo¬ 
gies—is not being voiced here. The only critically progressive po¬ 
sition is the demand for the control of institutions and practices. 

The development and expansion of their fundamental criticism con¬ 
tains two main aspects: 1. Inherent criticism of the possibilities 
and the "truth content" of biological and medical research projects. 

2. Analysis of the social effects and the sociopolitical aims of 
their application. Women from the Gene Archive have, in the past, 
been invited as consultants by university, trade union, and church 
institutions and by adult education schools and other educational 
establishments to give information on these subjects. 

The "revolutionary cells" and the Red Zora have existed since the 
middle 1970*s. According to the BAW, these groups have carried out 
around 250 attacks. In "only" two cases was the BAW able to achieve 
criminal convictions. The "Red Zora" published information on these 
attacks on institutions of genetic technology, human genetics, pop¬ 
ulation policy , and also on support actions for women’s struggles in 
Third World countries. In these accounts, it presented an uncompro¬ 
mising standpoint against bio- and genetic technology, human genetics, 
and population policy and revealed through the publication of docu¬ 
ments from the above-mentioned institutions the fundamentally anti¬ 
human and antiwoman character of the new technologies. The BKA has 
so far had no success in penetrating the structures of the Red Zora, 
which maintains it is a group operating on a legal basis. The BKA 
is now belatedly trying to challenge this by means of searches and 
arrests to construct grounds from an uncompromising publicly expres¬ 
sed rejection of the new technologies and their application, alon 
with actions to undermine their development by any available mean 

Meanwhile, practitioners and advocates of genetic and reproduction 
technologies and population policies are staging a public mock dis¬ 
cussion on the so-called "chances and risks" of the new technologies 
through "information campaigns" in order to defuse the growing mis¬ 
trust shown against them by all sections of the population. The new 
technologies and their alleged uses for mankind (e.g., prevention 
of illnesses and disability and childlessness, development of appa¬ 
rently vital medicines, increases in productivity in industry and 
agriculture in order to combat hunger in the world, and much more 
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besides) are presented in all the media. The risks are also mentioned 
but appear inconsiderable or acceptable in view of the alleged use- 
fullness and the fundamental ignorance of the population regarding 
economic, social, and political matters. 

All statements and criticism regarding genetic and reproduction tech¬ 
nologies are to be integrated into this mock democratic debate, in 
which the causes of illnesses, disabilities, childlessness, hunger, 
etc. are not and may not be discussed. These police raids can be 
seen as an attempt to silence criticism—of whatever type or method- 
-which reaches the heart of the matter, that is, directed against 
population policies and human genetics as instruments of oppression, 
selection, and guarentee of domination and against genetic and bio¬ 
technologies as the foundation and precondition for an increase in 
profits in industry and agriculture. The strategy can be seen to 
make these criticisms and those groups that support and promote them 
illegal, criminal, isolated, and eventually, smashed. 


Originally printed in Reproductive and Genetic Engineering , Vol. 1, 
No. 1, 1988. U.S.A. 
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German Police Raid Activists 


The German equivalent of the FBI (the "Bundeskrimlnalamt”) staged 
33 simultaneous raids, many of them against feminists, throughout 
the Federal Republic of Germany December 18 at 4:30 p.m. Hundreds 
of heavily armed police (200 in Essen alone) burst into the work¬ 
places of activists. Fifteen to thirty in a group, they swept into 
homes in Cologne, Dortmund and Dusseldorf. In Essen, Duisburg, Bochum, 
and Hamburg, the raids were directed overwhelmingly against feminist 
critics of genetic and reproductive technology, according to Prozess- 
gruppe Hamburg, a watchdog group. 

The targeted critics have written and spoken on such issues as in- 
vitro fertilization, amniocentesis, sex predetermination and genetic 
engineering. They have actively opposed surrogate motherhood. Many 
worked together in a massive coalition to stop American Noel Keane's 
attempt to open a branch of his surrogate business. United Family 
International, in Frankfurt. (Keane’s New York firm arranged the 
Mary Beth Whitehead surrogate contract.) Their campaign to stop the 
sale of American women to European men for breeding purposes ended 
successfully January 6 when a West German court ordered Keane’s busi¬ 
ness closed, three months after it had opened. 

The groups in Germany have given strong support to Mary Beth White- 
head and other so-called surrogates seeking to keep their children. 
They have supported the efforts of a U.S. group, the National Co¬ 
alition Against Surrogacy (NCAS), to ban surrogacy in this country. 

In turn, the NCAS provided support for the German Campaign. 

Grounds for the police raids? In many cases, the women were not 
given any. But the next day, newspapers reported that the police 
conducted the searches to ascertain whether any of the individuals 
were members of a terrorist organization. They were specifically 
looking for a group called Revolutionaren Zellen (Revolutionary 
Cells) and its feminist wing. Rote Zora (Red Zora). 

The police were operating under the law’s Paragraph 129a, "Sup¬ 
port or Membership in a Terrorist Organization." 

Feminists stripped 

The women raided were forced to undress. All "non-changeable marks" 
on their bodies—scars, moles, etc,—were noted down in police re¬ 
cords . 

Two well-known and widely respected women were arrested and are now 
in prison; Ulla Penselin, active in two groups in Hamburg, Women 
Against Genetic Engineering and another group critiquing population 
control policies; and Ingrid Strobl, a journalist for eight years 
with the national feminist magazine, Emma . Strobl is accused of 
participating in a violent action protesting the exploitation of 
Third World women in the sex tourism industry. Both women have been 
charged under the terrorist act. Paragraph 129a. 

Today in Germany, the sheer criticism of something is enough to bring 



gangs of armed terrorist-hunting police to your door, feminists 
interviewed from Germany point out. 

In a telephone interview from Essen, physician Beate Zimmerman, one 
of the women raided, said: "I opened the door of my office and bluum 
They came in like a herd of animals. About ,15 of them. They ran in¬ 
to every room and stood there with their guns drawn. I said, ’What 
are you doing here? There is nothing here,’ There were two patients 
sitting and trembling. Nothing else.” 

Zimmerman is one of the six women (two physicians and four social 
workers) who founded the Gene Archive in 1982, an archive housing 
material on all aspects—scientific, legal and political—of repro¬ 
ductive and genetic engineering. This includes the development of 
genetic engineering in agriculture and medicine, and in the pro¬ 
duction of pharmaceuticals. 

Women from the archive conduct research on the issues of reproduc¬ 
tive and genetic engineering and write for the new magazine E-coli- 
brlt Material Against Population Control and Genetic TechnoloTT i 
They are regularly invited to speak at trade unions, churches, and 
educational institutions. 


We are working quite openly,” Zimmerman said. ’’Everybody can come 
and use the archive. In the last year, we’ve done a lot of work with 
the women’s church groups that are beginning to deal with this 
question. ” 

Trade unions, political parties, students and teachers also use the 
archive. 

Zimmerman and her colleagues participated in and helped organize 
the many conferences on reproductive and genetic engineering that 
have been held throughout Germany since 1985. 


Surveillance 


Last October, we organized the most recent meeting of the movement 
Women Against Genetic and Reproductive Engineering,” Zimmerman said. 

It was then, for the first time, we realized that the police were 
watching us. They put us under surveillance and followed us in their 
realized then that they had even had one of our friends 
questioned in New York, The FBI had been there to ask him about one 
of us. It seems that the FBI was cooperating with the German police.' 


The archive is located next to Zimmerman’s practice, in the same 
building. Before conducting the raid, police cordoned off the street, 

"I think that the archive was their main interest,” Zimmerman said. 

Most of the police were in the archives looking at every single 
paper, every picture. They took photographs all over, of everything 
we had on the wall, even the map of the world. It was really ridicu¬ 
lous," 

In the nationwide raids, officials from the Bundeskriminalamt and 
local police confiscated materials from the archives and from private 



apartments and homes. They seized drafts of the women's speeches, 
material prepared for seminars, published work, videos, tapes of 
radio programs, scientific articles, postcards, brochures, and pri¬ 
vate address books. 

"From the archives, they took with them mainly materials about pre¬ 
natal diagnosis and genetic counselling," Zimmerman said. 

Last summer,;She said, women's groups in Germany conducted an in¬ 
formation campaign on these practices, distributing material on 
the streets and entering hospitals and genetic counselling centers 
to talk with people there. 

"The police were mostly interested in that and in one packet of 
material about developments in the pharmaceutical industry in 
genetic areas, and about the involvement of institutions and uni¬ 
versities in this industrial development." 

At the police station, Zimmerman said, the women had to take their 
clothes off. 

"They wrote down my scars," she said. "They would put down, for 
example, 'One scar on the back, another on the belly.' Every part 
of my body had a number and they described it. It's a criminological 
technique." She laughed. "It's ridiculous'.' 

German feminists have developed a strong critique of reproductive 
and genetic technology as a weapon of social control and of its 
role in the world marketing strategies of the multinational corpora¬ 
tions . 

Since 1985, the discussion and critique of reproductive and genetic 
engineering has moved well beyond the feminist movement into society 
at large. Trade unions, church groups and political parties have 
become engaged in a critical discussion of these issues. 

Last November, a group of Protestant women issued strong statements 
against reproductive and genetic engineering for the Kirchentag 
(National Association of Protestant Churches). They have organized 
many seminars and conferences on this issue. 

Catholic women's groups have organized at least three different 
seminars and workshops. They also issued two resolutions—one in 
1986 and another in 1987—criticizing the technologies. 

The Kausfrauen Bund (the Housewives' League) met to discuss this 
issue in Bonn January 19. 

On another level, in 1985 and 1986, the militant group Rote Zora 
attacked the facilities of the Gene Center in Heidelberg, the Max- 
Planck Institute for Reproductive Research in Cologne, and the Human 
Genetics Institute of the University of Mflnster. 

Researchers warned 

The police raids appear to be an attempt to stop the widespread 



anti-genetic technology moTement in Germany by linking legal organi¬ 
zations with more militant ones, said Maria Mies, aothor of Patri ¬ 
archy and Accumulation on a World Scale and professor of sociology 
at the Fachhochschule in Cologne, in a telephone interview from 
her home. 

"No concrete accusation or crime was being investigated," she pointed 
out. "This means that women doing 'AufklSrungsarbeit' , that is, 
researching reproductive or genetic engineering, or talking about 
it or giving seminars, are already doing enough to provide a pre¬ 
text for the-attorney general to launch such a police action," 

Mies, an organizer of the world’s first massive feminist conference 
against reproductive and genetic technology—the historic 1985 
conference in Bonn—said of the police action: "We think it is an 
effort to criminalize and intimidate the whole protest movement 
of women against reproductive and genetic engineering and to frighten 
others away from participating in order to prevent the movement from 
spreading even more widely." 

In a report of "Political Security News" July 24, 1986, the physicians* 
journal Die Neue Arztliche , warned against the critics of repro¬ 
ductive and genetic technology, stating that today they are prac¬ 
ticing "verbal radicalism" (Verbalradikalismus), but that this might 
turn into an active radicalism. 

"Many organizations in Germany discuss the benefits and risks of 
genetic and reproductive technologies," Zimmerman said. "But in 
the feminist movement, as well as here at our archives, we see no 
benefits. We have to warn about the risks. In this sense, we are 
radical. We stand clearly against reproductive and genetic engineering. 
We think they are trying to criminalize this position and say; if 
you are radical against this, then that's a verbal radicalism which 
is very near to being an active terrorist." 

According to Prozessgruppe Hamburg, the international Human Genetics 
Congress in Berlin in 1986 (for which eight Berlin women’s groups 
organized simultaneous five-day "Anti-Genetics Congress")took place 
under police watch. And when women’s groups met to work on the is¬ 
sues of reproductive and genetic engineering in Marburg, the Bundes- 
kriminalamt warned the Human Genetics Institute and the facilities 
conducting genetic technology research of the meeting. 

In a statement issued after the raids, feminist critics of reproduc¬ 
tive and genetic engineering wrote; "These police raids and searches 
serve to frighten, shut up or criminalize those who work critically 
against reproductive and genetic engineering. A nationwide discussion 
is turned into a nationwide criminal networkl" 

They asked supporters to write letters protesting the police raids 
to; Frau Prof. Rita Sussmuth, Minister of Family, Health, Women and 
Youth, Ministerium fur Familie, Gesundheit, Frauen and Jugend, 5300 
Bonn, Federal Republic of Germany. 

Prof. Mies reported; "We are Planning a meeting of the groups (work- 
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ing against reproductive and genetic engineering) to inform them 
of what happened on the 18th because there are a lot of rumors around 
now. There is a kind of intimidation already going on. We are also 
planning another conference against reproductive and genetic engineer 
ing just to demonstrate that we are continuing our work. This is 
very important." 


By Gena Corea 

Originally printed in Off Our Backs , March 10, 1988. 
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The December 18, 1987 Raid Against the Women’s Movement 


The BKA raids in December are, on the whole, consistent with 
diverse attacks against the Left scene. 

The immediate causes/pretexts were, for example, radical resis¬ 
tance against Startbahn West(l), the refugee policy, or gene tech¬ 
nology, and in direct connection with this, attacks against the 
RZ/Rote Zora. 

The schemata is more or less the same every time. The (in the 
meantime) broadened Paragraph 129a is used to begin an investi¬ 
gation. House searches, actions of inquiry, and arrests are 
carried through on a large scale on obscure grounds. Sometimes a 
basis is even openly lacking - something will be found later to 
justify it. 

The raids and the subsequent investigations always serve the same 
obj ectives: 

1. The examination of our structures. After the decline of the 
anti-nuclear movement and the high points of unity in other resis¬ 
tance movements (eg., the housing struggle) many common discus¬ 
sions and actions have developed, involving many of us who are 
active in different areas and leading to a shared general analysis 
and anti-imperialist politic here. 

The same is true for the women's movement. Following a phase in 
which there seemed to be nothing to do except to enter and swell 
sections of the peace movement, there has been, for some time now, 
a new intensified and open discussion, which led to a radical, 
internationalist, anti-imperialist, anti-patriarchal (ughi but how 
else can I say it) women's politics, which increasingly translated 
into action: against rape, sexism, trading in women, sex tourism, 
biotechnology, women's working conditions. Paragraph 218, refugee 
policy, etc., all areas in which the interests of the Western rul¬ 
ing class are manifested. Logically, the State and capital want 
an overview. 

2. Naturally, it was not only directed at an overview, but at 
smashing resistance - and, in fact, with age-old methods: deter- 
ance and division through criminalization and imprisonment of 
individuals. 

The attack went directly to the area of gene technology, the re¬ 
sistance to which as a result of the variety of its forms, is 
threatening. The intensity of the violent State reaction indi¬ 
cates (in the same way, for example, as the increasing attempts by 
the biotechnology research division to suppress resistance in the 
"dialogue") that we have touched central points and set something 
in motion. 

As we know from other occasions, the introduction of State vio¬ 
lence has as its goal to split, to isolate/criminalize (ever larg¬ 
er) areas of resistance, and, in this way, to weaken the entire 
resistance. 

It seems to me, above all, that at the moment this won't work. On 
the contraryl 



"Where To Now" 


Neither the politics of the Rote Zora and the RZs nor those of the 
women’s movement are particularly new. 

One thing is certain. The rejection of biotechnology is so broad 
that its prog'ress must at least be slowed down, so as not to for¬ 
feit the remaining acceptance. Even if the uncontrolled research 
advances undiminished (above all, with the help of those who still 
think that they can carry out their research or application of re¬ 
search without being open to attack, who still think they can con¬ 
tinue to deny responsibility for the totality of the project), 
there is, in any case, a lull in the profitable conversion of re¬ 
search and that is primarily thanks to the women's movement, and 
this is not only so in the FRG. 

As well, it is useful for the BKA to present public actions 
against RZ/Rote Zora at this time. It is primarily in this sense 
that the raids can be called a "success" - so many legal prelimin¬ 
ary proceedings, 2 arrests, and, on top of that, a house search. 
The absurd and unsound bases for all of this is no longer impor¬ 
tant to the objective. It, above all, appeared successful, with 
the help of the newly broadened Paragraph 129a, which allows vir¬ 
tually boundless interpretation. 

Later we learned from the press that the firebomb attacks by Rote 
Zora against branches of the Adler Firm caused a fairly big stir. 
BKA spokesmen further let it be known that it is difficult to 
pick up the trail of the women, that they have carried out X num¬ 
ber of attacks and - this seems to me to be important - that the 
fact that the Adler Firm gave in to the demands of the striking 
women workers in Korea following their strike and the various sup¬ 
port actions here in the FRG, including the firebombings, could be 
fatal. It could leave the impression that such resistance, in 
fact, produces results. 

Clearly, they (I mean to say the State and capital) can't accept 
this. Above all, not if, as has been the case, there is an open 
discussion - with criticisms, but without any major disassocia- 
tions - about it on the Left...a discussion from which they con¬ 
cluded the contents of my thinking. 

The warrant asserts my affiliation with circles connected to the 
resistance against gene technology, which are "relevant to the at¬ 
tacks" . 

On the basis of an alleged meeting with women suspected of mem¬ 
bership in the RZ/Rote Zora at a time chronologically close to the 
firebombings of the Adler branches, it is concluded that I am a 
member. 

What really lifts my spirits about these absurd and unfounded con¬ 
structs for the entire preliminary legal proceedings is the im- 
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pression that the frame of thought of the BKA and similar minds 
just can't grasp our connection, pur life, our struggles, and our 
desires, let alone understand them. We are everywhere, in every 
nook and cranny. 

"Prison Conditions" 


This situation has so many aspects. I will try to write some- 
ting about it, even if various articles and statements have al¬ 
ready discussed it. It is for me an occasion to sort out my 
thoughts, and to get something out to you as well. I have re¬ 
ceived an incredible amount from you since I've been in here. 

It seems difficult for me, here alone, to put something on paper - 
the complete control of each open communication, the obligation 
to pursue each thought alone, without anyone there to offer any 
commentary about it, to maybe say "nonsense" and think it through 
with you again. 

I will therefore begin with something brief about the particular 
prison conditions. Isolation, as is per se decreed in Paragraph 
129a proceedings: that means an hour yardtime alone, the remain¬ 
ing 23 hours of the day is spent in a cell only interrupted by 
lawyers' visits. An absolute ban on conversation with any other 
prisoner, eg., through a window during yardtime in front of the 
building. Breaking this silence means disciplinary punishment 
such as the denial of yardtime. Barbara Ernst(2) (who is also 
here) and I had yardtime in a separate yard (a hole that is so 
depressing that it doesn't deserve this name) so that we could no 
longer see each other. We defended ourselves against this by con¬ 
tinuously refusing yardtime or ending it prematurely. Since then, 
we both receive yardtime in the usual yard, which naturally 
doesn't mean we are permitted to talk to each other. 

Other conditions: lawyers' mail is controlled (the other mail as 
well obviously); lawyers' visits and non-family visits are through 
a screen. There is, however, an exception which allows my co¬ 
workers in the workshop to discuss business matters. (In this way 
it seems that they have a genuine interest in seeing that the bus¬ 
iness, which allegedly only exists as camouflage, doesn't go down 
the drain...) 

Those are the superficial facts , behind which exists the project 
of isolating one from political contacts and, finally, the de¬ 
struction of one's political identity. Additional instruments of 
this programme, such as, for example, 24 hour a day light, no sun¬ 
light (Ingrid, in fact, has only a window made from glass blocks), 
and absolute acoustic and optical isolation are, in many cases, 
standard - I haven't, as yet, been subjected to this. In this 
connection, it must be taken into consideration that the Hamburg 
UG is an old prison, in which the isolation programme is not per¬ 
fected as in the modern cement boxes a la Stammheim. 
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But a lot has already been written elsewhere about imprisonment 
under isolation conditions. 

After a review of my remand in custody in January, I was in 
Preungesheim for a night. There it was written on many walls: 

NO PRISON INSIDE PRISON. Anyway, all my love to everyone on the 
outside. 

Ulla Penselin 
March 1988 

FOOTNOTES 

(1) Startbahn West - NATO runway in Frankfurt. Key takeoff 
point for interventions in Africa and the Middle East. 

Focus of a massive ongoing movement of resistance. 

(2) Barbara] Ernst - arrested July 2, 1984. Convicted of member¬ 
ship in the anti-imperialist guerilla group, the Red Army 
Faction (RAF). 
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Resolution Regarding the 18~12~87 Raids and Arrests 


On Friday, the 18-12-87, over thirty raids occurred in the FRG. 

This included the Gene Archive in Essen. Many men and women were 
temporarily detained. Some were held in prison. 

The Chief Federal Prosecutor used the open and critical analysis 
of the dangers and the political as well as the historical im¬ 
plications of pre-natal diagnosis, of population policy, and of 
the chemical and pharmaceutical industry as a reason for an in¬ 
vestigation within the context of Paragraph 129a - membership in 
or support for a terrorist organization - even if unconnected from 
concrete acts or even concrete accusations. 

The BKA agents who carried out the raid of the Gene Archive in 
Essen didn't just look around, but also seized extensive amounts 
of material: seminar papers, correspondence, and address lists. 

In this way, the BKA hopes to gain a clear look into the contents 
of the groups that criticize the theory and practice of human 
breeding and "euthanasia". As well, these papers will certainly 
offer the object for the construction of a tight infrastructure in 
the sense of Paragraph 129a as regards resistance to gene and re¬ 
productive techniques. Individual women who have widely publicized 
facts about the highly subsidized gene and reproductive technol¬ 
ogies will be targetted, classified as part of the so-called ter¬ 
rorist scene, and arrested. By and large, it is apparent that 
groups in the women's movement will be at the center of interest. 

The history of Paragraph 129a indicates that it functions to crim¬ 
inalize and prevent debates with politically explosive themes, 
such as, for example the reconstruction of the National Socialist 
population policy, raising the connection between human breeding 
and euthanasia within the programme, and the radicalization re¬ 
garding areas from the breeding of humans through to the killing 
of humans (babies as organ donors). 

Within the sterilization law, the so-called euthanasia law, and 
the embryo protection law, this programme is to be socially es¬ 
tablished . 

In this situation, it seems to us absolutely necessary to place 
these themes on the agenda, and also to consolidate them in the 
public eye. On this basis, we demand the discontinuation of all 
research and the liberation of Ulla Penselin and Ingrid Strobl 
as victims of these politics. We will not allow ourselves to be 
intimidated. 

This resolution was adopted by the signatories at a solidarity 
event for the Gene Archive (Essen), Ulla Penselin (Hamburg), and 
Ingrid Strobl(now in Munich) on 23-12-87 in the "Gegenwind" pol¬ 
itical bookstore (Hamburg). 



Signatories: 

Frauengruppen gegen Gen- und Reproduktionstechnologie im Frauen- 
bildungszentrum ”Denktraurae'* - Hamburg, Verein zur Erforschung NS— 
Gesundheits- und Sozialpolitik e.V,.- Hamburg, Hamburger Stiftung 
fUr Sozialge’schichte des 20. Jahrhunderts - Hamburg, "Gegenwind” 
- Politische Buchhandlung - Hamburg, BUKO-Geschaftsstelle - 
Hamburg. 




Statement from Ingrid Strobl 


Preliminary assessment of the December arrests and wave of raids. 

Essential ruling interests of imperialism were touched by the 
broad struggle against gene technology and the refugee policy. 

This became clear as a result of the virtually hysterical actions 
of the State against the people involved in these struggles re¬ 
gardless of what level. And that these actions were primarily 
directed against women is logical. 

Women play an enormously important role in the project for the ab¬ 
solute and complete orientation of the world to the interests of 
the metropole. And women have, at the same time, begun to 
struggle against their oppression all over the world. Capital 
no longer limits itself to using the cheap and unpaid labor of 
women via capitalist and patriarchal justifications, while sirnul*^ 
taneously allowing the private/individual exploitation of her body 
by a single man (from which it again indirectly profits). Today, 
women are to be directly subjugated as bodies of capital,^^as 
sexual "cash crops”, as cheap commodities, as "catalogued" pro¬ 
ducts, as objects of the expanding and high-profit porn market, as 
raw materials for the gene and reproduction industries. The gene 
and reproduction technologies, qualified by experts as the 
branches of the future, are simultaneously two different things: 
the means to and.the goal of profit. 

Within this, they have "revolutionized” the food technologies. 

They have supplied the conditions (hybrid grains: plants which, 
given particular fertilizers and pest control agents, are resis¬ 
tant) for dividing what remains, in the interests of the metro- 
pole: here zones that are cultivated and in which people are ex¬ 

ploited as work animals; there zones out of which people are trans 
ferred, becoming floods of refugees. As such, gene technology is 
the profitable branch of production of the future, which promises 
profits to and, in part, is already producing profits for the 
gene, pharmacological, biological, and the entire chemical indus¬ 
try. 


And it is, at the same time, a driving power for totally squeez¬ 
ing, enslaving, and exterminating people according to the dictates 
of the metropoles. As well, the flood of refugees set in motion 
by this totality fits into and is used in the framework of the in¬ 
ternational division of labor. To be precise, most find their 
place in "illegal” labor or are kept as investment material in 
barracks. 

However, as soon as some of them independently attempt to move and 
possibly try their luck themselves in the heart of the beast, they 
come up against a State defense policy that is as complexly devel¬ 
oped as it is brutal against this "unreasonable demand". 
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Women play a completely new role in this newly structured world. 

If they still want to guarantee the survival of the family through 
minimal subsistence production, they will be robbed of this basis 
and **set free” to either do cheap labor on the plantations, in the 
factories of the world market, as slaves in private households, as 
so-called "servant girls", as prostitutes, or as "unnecessary 
mouths" designated to starve to death. At the same time, they will 
be handled as bodies that are commodities and free labor sold off 
to private husbands in the metropoles. Also, women are cynically 
maneuvered and utilized as means for preventing rebellion. Each 
humiliated and exploited male plantation worker still has "his" 
private slave to count among his possessions, whom he can de¬ 
spise, beat, torment, and kill. This is meant to prevent him from 
turning his rage against the oppressor. 

To totally control the world and sections of the people requires, 
as such, the control of the reproductive capacity of the people, 
and this concretely means — of women. These hyrdles must be over¬ 
come by industry and ("its") science, and to this end they need 
the bodies of women as raw material, as components, and as re¬ 
search objects. And they need the consent of part of the women of 
the metropoles as consumers of the waste products of artificial 
fertilization. 

Clearly these connections must still be further researched and de¬ 
fined. The outline is already indicated here. The ruling class 
must react particularily severely if two of their most important 
projects - gene technology and their refugee policy - are mass¬ 
ively attacked. All people who carry out these attacks must be 
intimidated, and the militants supporting them must be isolated 
and criminalized. It is, therefore, only logical that the per¬ 
petrators must be found "and if none can be found, some must be in¬ 
vented. 

Ingrid Strobl 
JVA Neudeck 
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Letter from Ulla Penselin 


I hear you want to know how I’m doing. 

I’ve rarely been alone so seldom, rarely felt so much a part of 
you. I don’t, know how it would’ve been without you “ at this mo¬ 
ment I can say I’m doing well (which is, of course, to say, given 
the circumstances). 

I receive a lot. All the mail already fills a large file folder. 
Sometimes people even come to the wall and shout and sing. In the 
TAZ I find greetings and announcements of meetings and demos (how¬ 
ever, little information about the entire surrounding realities). 
Readers write letters and poems. All of this together is person¬ 
ally and politically encouraging. Stories from the daily life and 
the knowledge that outside (and more than everl?) the quality of 
things is developing gives me strength, gives me courage - is 
simply wonderful. 

’’Solidarity is a weapon” is not a propaganda slogan, but means 
life - our life - even in prison. 

At the same time there is the reality of isolation imprisonment - 
if my mind was not kept occupied. 23 hours per day in 26.22m 
(from outside the cell door). Outside only for visits and to show¬ 
er (alone), and for the hour yardtime per day (alone). 

Every exchange of words with any other prisoners is to be prevent¬ 
ed. Opportunities for such are few: perhaps in the hall when I’m 
brought back from somewhere or in the yard when someone is by a 
window. Then one is threatened with a premature termination of 
so-called freetime and, as a consequence, disciplinary treatment, 
eg., termination of yardtime for a period of time. And that is, 
above all, regardless of the content of the exchange. It is all 
the same whether it be, "Good morning", "What’s your name?", "Did 
you hear about the demo yesterday?’’, "Which book are you reading 
now?", or "Their real goal is to see us grovel". Even such frag¬ 
ments, far removed from conversations, have an immense signifi¬ 
cance for us here. 

The decreed silence must be broken through, if one is to avoid be¬ 
ing gagged. You also understand the significance of thisi 

I no longer get yardtime in the square in front of the building (a 
little lawn with a path around it, which offers the possibility 
of walking and which is at window level), but somewhere on a short 
section Kopfsteinstrasse, between the towers, beside walls which 
are about 5 metres high, on the other side of the wall from the 
building, in a ravine. In the cell walking is impossible. At 
least once a day one must get one’s circulation going. This 
little square is entirely full of pigeon shit, because the guys 
throw crusts of bread and the like out the window (I tempt the 
pigeons in the hope that they’ll shit on the guards’ heads). And 
the basis for the site change clearly expresses not only the ab- 
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stract desire to shut our mouths, but especially to prevent con¬ 
tact with 129a prisoners. Here this means Barbara Ernst(l). 

These deprivations of habitual and life-sustaining discussions are 
to be achieved through different means, including in relation to 
control regarding the outside. Visits from friends are observed and 
occur through a screen. Lawyers' visits are also through a 
screen. Mail is delayed (up to 14 days). Letters are read, in¬ 
cluding lawyers' letters. There are permanent decrees from the 
BGH about non-delivery of mail (eg., posters and newspaper ar¬ 
ticles). The rules on the book are applied in an unrestrained 
way. At the moment, complete copies are not delivered (regardless 
of the contents), eg., texts of songs, with which I could learn 
songs to the end and sing them to myself. There was, for example, 
a massive delay in supplying me with material for a long-term 
thematic work. And not everything worth knowing is to be found in 
books, of which I can have 20 in my cell at a time. 

There are many borders created and you constantly come up 
against new ones. There is a daily struggle against this, and at 
the same time the obligation to learn to get around it. You must, 
for example, simply accept that you'll get absolutely nothing 
without written application (high-level formal application), but 
one can write these applications and nothing loosens up. Every 
prisoner can write a book about this subject* 

And for us this means always testing the limits, not binding one¬ 
self in (I've received new balloons in the mail and I've received 
my flute, which I almost didn't apply for. Had this been the case 
I would have received nothing...) 

A condition of prison yet to be mentioned is the intended "isola¬ 
tion from myself": no individual clothing. 

What else? A thousand little things have been left out, the char¬ 
acter of daily life in prison, which - sometimes - unexpectedly 
looms over me like a mountain, when I think I'm on halfway solid 
ground. This sometimes brings tears to my eyes - subjection - 
rage, but not discouragement. 

My total love to all and don't allow yourselves to be swayed. 

Ulla 

UG Hamburg 


FOOTNOTES 

(1) Barbara Ernst - arrested July 2, 1984. Convicted of member¬ 
ship in the anti-imperialist guerilla group the Red Army 
Faction (RAF) . 
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A judge who condemned members of the resistance under the NS 
regime ’’cannot be charged with criminal behavior”. With this 
statement:the Federal Supreme Court acquitted the chief judge 
of the NS and Police Court in Munich, Otto Sack. But it gets 
better. In the case of the Assessor for the People’s Court(l), 
Hans-Joachim Rehse, who rubber-stamped at least 231 death sen¬ 
tences, the BGH rule, in 1968: "As a member of the Associated 
Court, the charged was, under then current law, independent and 
equal before the law, and only subject to the law and answerable 
to his own conscience.” In this way, Rehse was acquitted. As 
such, 23 years after the so-called "zero hour”, Freisler’s death 
machine was declared an independent legal jurisdiction by the 
Supreme Court of the ’’legal successor” to the NS State, the FRG. 


I was also taken, in a protective ring, before the Supreme 
Court, on 20-12-87. Since then, I’ve been sitting in isolation in 
JVA ..Munich-Neudeck. ’’You’re writing a book about National 
Socialism, do you see parallels between that time and today?” a 
BKA agent asked me during the transport to Karlsruhe. The so- 
called ’’zero hour” never happened. The liberation was immedi¬ 
ately followed by the reconstruction of the new State of the 
Federal Republic. The parties - and, in fact, at crucial levels - 
were the men who had already established their outstanding merit 
under National Socialism: as jurists, doctors, economic "lead¬ 
ers”, etc.. From Globke to Filbinger to all of those whose names 
aren’t known. From Flick, Thyssen, and Schleyer(2) to those com¬ 
pletely shrouded in mystery. 


Thanks to US Construction Aid, the FRG was built into a powerful 
imperialist State. The men who financed Hitler, and then had the 
"eastern workers” and commandos of the concentration camps worked 
to death for them, today carry out the war for profit against the 
people of the so-called "Third World”. An especially "sensitive” 
example is Degesch, the firm in Frankfurt which produced the 
Zyklon-B for the gas chambers. Today they export weed and bug 
(and rat as well) killer to South-East Asia. Degesch was then 
called - and today is still called: "the German company for pest 
control”. Even today, other pests are exterminated along with the 
rats: the people in the countries of the Three Continents (Asia, 

Africa, and South and Central America), who imagine they also have 
the right to life. That, however, they only have if they are 
especially needed to be used as cheap work animals, to bring the 
harvest in from the clouds of poison for firms like Degesch, 

Bayer, Hoechst, and co., to serve as sex slaves for the white man, 
to serve as female thrashing and aggression object to deflect the 
rage of their men from those responsible... 


In September 1986, neo-nazis set a fire in the basement of a house 
occupied by foreigners. They wanted to smoke the lot out. In 
March 1988, two of these patriots were sentenced to 18 and 9 
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months probation as accessories to arson. The formation of or 
membership in a "terrorist organization" was never an issue. 

Ulla Penselin, myself, and four people, who allegedly "fled", were 
accused with membership in a "terrorist organization". Not be¬ 
cause we were accused of wanting to burn foreign people alive. 

That was clearly not "terrorism". But - in my case - because I am 
supposed to have participated in the bombing of the Headquarters 
of the German Lufthansa. (The Revolutionary Cells based this at¬ 
tack on the participation of Lufthansa in the extradition of ref¬ 
ugees and in the sex-tourism business.) 

"Proof" of this membership? I am of the opinion that the continu¬ 
ity of fascism, the ever sharper emergent enslaving of women, the 
policy which the "First" World carries out against the "Third" 
World, the murderous patriarchal imperialism, must be energetically 
struggled against. And I am impudent enough to say so loudly. 

I will permit myself to say so loudly. Even in the face of 
the danger that all the alarms will ring in the Federal 
Prosecutors Office. 

Ingrid Strobl 
06-03-88 

FOOTNOTES 

(1) Court during Nazi period. 

(2) Hanns-Martin Schleyer - kidnapped by a Commando of the anti¬ 
imperialist guerilla organization, the Red Army Faction 
(RAF). They offered to exchange him for 11 political pris- 
ers. Following almost 2 months of negotiations, the State 
chose to murder 3 key RAF prisoners, Gudrun Ensslin, Jan- 
Carl Raspe, and Andreas Baader on 17-10-77. Schleyer was ex¬ 
ecuted on 19-10-77. This is generally viewed as a key turn¬ 
ing point in the conflict between the guerilla and the State 
in West Germany. Schleyer had been a key SS Officer during 
the Nazi period and was, at the time of his death, the West 
German Employers* Association and the most powerful single 
industrialist in West Germany. 




Letter from Ingrid Strobl 


My only contact to the outside world»aside from a few closed visits, is 
the - censored - mail and the newspapers. It is not necessary 
that I tell you about the bourgeois media. In fact, reading the 
newspapers daily reinforces what I already know, that one must not 
give up the struggle. 

I read that Senegal has received fresh IMF XT) credit - naturally 
with corresponding conditions against which the people of Senegal 
have rebelled. 

I read that, over time, increasing numbers of the re 
urge an intensification of the population policy in 
Republic. As well, I read that the Germans are goin 
the same time, I read that the government plans a st 
posing consultation on pregnant women. And that they 
for a new - a sympathetic - term for "test-tube baby 
that this simultaniety is no coincidence. I further 
newspapers that seven Kurdish children were arrested 
Hannover Airport and were held in BGS barracks. And 
the tightening of the right to asylum is finally hav 
consequences. 

And while I read all this, the question as to why I sit in prison 
appeared rather rhetorical. 

Patriarchal imperialism, as such, that which is generally known as 
"the Western World", "the First World", "the industrial nations", 
finds itself in a new phase. All remnants of the fervor of the 
self-determination of peoples of the Three Continents (Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America - the so-called "Third World") must be 
eliminated. The peoples of the Three Continents were selected ac¬ 
cording to a thorough and comprehensive standard: here useful 
work material, there useless mouths. Gene technology supplies the 
means of production for this attack, the IMF and the World Bank(2) 
assure the productive conditions, the world domestic policy of the 
metropoles assures, in association with the local bourgeoisie, 
that the insurgent, the rebellious section of the people is beaten 
down, shot down, tortured to death, or simply starved. In spite 
of this, the people continue to struggle, and people in the metro¬ 
poles express their solidarity with this struggle. Basis enough 
for the gentlemen on the boards of directors and in the Ministries 
to develop still more refined and, at the same time, more brutal 
methods of counter-insurgency. 
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In the genetic laboratories of the metropoles, plants will be de¬ 
veloped which are completely separate from all natural conditions 
of cultivation. With an ingenious combination of genetically man 
ipulated seed material and corresponding insecticides and fertil¬ 
izer, whatever promises the greatest profit can now be grown ev¬ 
erywhere. This will most directly affect small and medium farm¬ 
ers. The result is a free-floating army of people who are deliv- 


22 



ered unprotected to the interests of capital. These people are in 
part used in agricultural production, where they are systematical¬ 
ly poisoned with the highly toxic fertilizers and insecticides of 
the Bayer, H0chst, and Konsorten firms. Another section is used 
for low wage production. 90% of those exploited in the world mar¬ 
ket factories are women. Yet another section - almost exclusively 
women, end up on the international slave market, in the bordellos 
from Manila to Hamburg, as catalogue brides, and in the porno in¬ 
dustry - the women of the Three Continents as cheap wares for white 
men. Women as cash crops, a flourishing branch of industry. A 
large part of this totally dispossessed and banished people is in 
permanent flight. From one area of squalor to another. 90% of 
the refugees worldwide are women and children. The few who manage 
to reach the metropoles are sent back by any and all means. It 
isn't acceptable that they get a piece of the cake for themselves, 
although they have supplied almost all of the ingredients for the 
cake. There still remains the final large section of the Tricon¬ 
tinental people who are classified by the worldwide selection as 
not being useful, as useless mouths, and who are systematically 
exterminated through hunger. Hunger catastrophes are not natural 
occurences. They are in fact manufactured in the commando centers 
of agribusiness and the World Bank. A section of the earth's pop¬ 
ulation is constantly starved because instead of foodstuffs, pig 
food for the cutlet industry in the metropoles is cultivated. Be¬ 
cause soya, the basic foodstuff, is exported for profit. And so 
forth. 


Even in the metropoles themselves, a sharper wind is blowing. 
Here, constant unemployment is calculated in the millions, social 
services and other public services have been reduced, even more 
people are driven into poverty and marginalization. The improve¬ 
ments which the women's movement won for the female population 
have been bit by bit undone. An immense, technically perfected 
apparatus for social - and recently also genetic - registration 
has as its goal the total control of the people and the singling 
out of those who do not fulfill the norms of a profit-oriented 
society: the handicapped, the old, the chronically ill. They 

will again - as we have already seen once in this country - be 
threatened with euthanasia. 
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of the politically persecuted. And so forth, you know the ex¬ 
amples yourselves. 

And in spite of all that they haven't had any big success. Now 
the carrot will be followed by the stick. The new 129a is one 
weapon in the war against those who resist their murderous project. 
This instrument was not established against the broad protest 
movement - certainly not - but against the militant resistance. 

In this way, above all, two different goals should be achieved: 
the destruction of the resistance and intimidation of protest. 

The "good” should distance themselves from the "evil" - in that 
way State Security can do what they want with the "evil". As well, 
the "good" should, out of fear of criminalizing themselves, keep 
their noses out of certain subjects. Wnat subjects these are is 
determined by State Security, in the meantime they define them as 
"worthy of attack". At this time, these subjects are refugee pol¬ 
icy, gene technology, and international trading in women. Soon 
the subjects IMF-World Bank will also be dealt with as "worthy of 
attack". 


These subjects were, above all, not criminalized as a result of 
the RZ-Rote Zora carrying out attacks, but because they concern 
highly sensitive and profit-laden projects of imperialism. 

Whoever limits her/himself to criticizing gene technology, sex 
tourism, refugee policy, and the machinations of the IMF and World 
Bank, makes suggestions for improvements and denounces so-called 
deformities is, in spite of that, in no great danger. However, 
whoever says patriarchal imperialism cannot be improved, that it 
must be abolished, whoever says the system doesn't make mistakes, 
the system IS the mistake, s/he can now be criminalized without 
problem. Whoever analyzes this society radically, that is to say 
goes to its roots, and in so doing renders it recognizable as ma¬ 
chinery for exploitation, torture, and extermination, that is who 
risks landing in jail. Theory will apparently be ever more highly 
assessed by the ruling class. Theory that doesn't disappear into 
the ivory towers of the universities nor into the glittering 
fields of the post-modern will be further assessed as a weapon. 

In that case, only an alleged clock purchase or an alleged con¬ 
spiratorial meeting is necessary - and soon you find yourself sit¬ 
ting in a cell. 


Actually, 

ly: 


it is a cause for celebration. 


if one is taken 


serious- 


The gentlemen State Security agents and their clients can't stand 
it that as yet they have apprehended hardly anyone from the RZ- 
Rote Zora. This on-going defeat weighs heavily on their spirits 
and definitely confuses their minds. They must have an investiga¬ 
tory success, above all, especially since there is nation-wide 
clandestine joy following the Adler action of the Zora women(3). 
And so they made these foolhardy constructions, which only make 
sense in their peculiar State Security logic. However, they place 
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very real people in prison and on wanted posters. It falls to us 
to bring something to bear against this "logic". It falls to us 
to ensure that this "logic" doesn't prevail. It falls to us to 
show the ruling class that in spite of all of their attempts at 
intimidation and criminalization we don't accept their system 
which is contemptuous of and destructive to human beings. 

March 88 
FOOTNOTES 

(1) IMF - Iilternational Monetary Fund, Western economic body^^ 
which determines the terms of "loans" to "underdeveloped 
countries. Serves to guarantee colonial and neo-colonial 
control of the Third World by US and Western imperialism. 

(2) The World Bank - Western economic body that dispenses money 

accordingtothepolicyoftheIMF. 

(3) On 15-08-87, the women of the Rote Zora firebombed 9 branches 
of the Adler department store (similar to the North American 
Woolworth's chain) in solidarity with striking women employ¬ 
ees in Adler's South Korean factories. Subsequently, and 

in the face of much criticism from the Security apparatus and 
other businesses, Adler met the demands of the South Korean 
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Letter from Ulla Penselin 

I’ve noticed that I often write "we” in my letters, so as not to 
always be writing "I". Recently, I read Mariane Herzog’s book 
"Nicht den Hunger verlieren"(1). At the beginning, she tells us 
that following her release from prison, her friends didn’t ask her 
anything about her time inside, so as not to "bother" her with it. 
However, she writes, "I had nothing in my head accept the prison¬ 
ers with whom I had been inside". I can, meanwhile, imagine this 
now when I talk to other women and we organize (counter-organize) 
daily life together in a little way. The prison is the key point 
in nightly dreams. The visions of friends here inside. Friends? 
Perhaps there is only one who will still think about me. I will 
certainly remember many when they leave here. I have learnt a 
lot, even from those I have not been so close to. For example, a 
short conversation during the twice weekly group on Sunday: one 
women explained the horror she felt at being only with women in 
prison. In her scene so much has to do with men. Women mean riv¬ 
alry, competition, and unreliability. I had clarified this for 
myself. But, okay, new experiences in the "women’s house". Na¬ 
turally, there is also a Left among the women. This place holds 
everything inside its walls. Here, I must learn to evaluate, to 
pay attention, to always be open in a new way. Some things re¬ 
quire more thought than others. For example, to supply women 
with tobacco, etc., when they first arrive, to maintain a distance 
from the guards, to find out how it’s run here, where the traps 
are built in. Completely practical support, such as, for example, 
looking for a lawyer, translating letters... 

Here in UG(2), everything is in permanent flux. I am already one 
of the ones that has been here the longest if one considers the 
approximately two months I’ve been in so-called "population". 
During the period I was in isolation, some women, with whom I nev¬ 
er spoke or,at most, exchanged hellos, came and went (I could see 
the common yard from my window). Those who have still not exper¬ 
ienced prison must learn in their own way how quickly and unex¬ 
pectedly the borders are established, and must learn not to leave 
them unclear. Clearly, many seek to adapt themselves, to find a 
way to have peace. Almost everyone is waiting for some decisions; 
a review of remand in custody, a trial, an appeal, therapy yes or 
no, etc. - this, naturally, further limits the potential for re¬ 
belliousness. 

With some we try to talk. Not the usual babble about the (drug) 
scene on the outside (most of the women here are here directly or 
indirectly as a result of drugs) or the current disgusting behav¬ 
ior of some guard. Talking about (our) life experiences, about 
books, the prisons system, AIDS, about violence against women, as 
well as from women, about racism there is much to discuss (we are 
multinational in here). Small examples, because we never have an 
evening "appointment", only an hour of yardtime, which flies by 
(as you go in, you notice "I didn’t talk to X, not to Y either") 
and twice a week a group with 10-15 women - that is simply very 
little time; also when we are alone during group time (without a 
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PastoTf for example) and more women can talk in a large circle* 
Obviously, there is always a lot to yakk about, which individually 
leads straight back to the shit or the humor of it. But that is 
the point: we need more ”unsupervised", self-determined group time 
and recreation. The latter doesn't exist here on principle, out¬ 
side of special application of the so-called "merging" of 2 women 
together in one empty cell. Open doors, aside from set times, 
also don't exist. In this way, many women, for example, are made 
to work, because at least at work it is possible to to have con¬ 
tact with other persons outside of the cells (to demonstrate 
"willingness to work" almost everyone must start with cell work). 
Money, naturally, also plays a part, as little as one gets from 
this slave labor. Many women have no support from the outside. 
"Stretching the imagination, thoughts of being locked in a bathroom 
for years might be useful in aiding comprehension if one lacks the 
actual experience, but it doesn't even approximate reality. Pris¬ 
on is more than constant confinement in a tiny room, it has numer¬ 
ous and differentiated aspects. Otherwise it would not be pos¬ 
sible for prisoners to develop a political consciousness in pris¬ 
on; it would not be possible that they use their time and the lim¬ 
ited possibilities available to reflect, to read, to dream, to 
talk amongst themselves, to help themselves, and together to learn 
the first forms of social and political self-representation and 
self-organization."(3) I found these sentences in a book by (and 
about) Carl Harp, "Love and Rage", a book about survival and 
struggle in US penitentiaries. Carl Harp was murdered in Walla 
Walla Penitentiary in 1981.(4) 

I can describe all of this less accurately than others. The prin¬ 
ciple the prison system is based on, a principle which prevades 
the entire society, is that of differentiation/seperation (from 
the isolation wings on many tiers through to the "outdoor enclos¬ 
ures") and that of an unbelievably multi-layered system of pun¬ 
ishment and discipline (the flip side of the coin: privileges). 
The few rights which we have on paper can, as punishment, be re¬ 
scinded at any time. This system can be theoretically analyzed. 

In the final analysis, it won't be comprehensible from the out¬ 
side* It is a puzzle composed of many pieces that are in and of 
themselves banal-sounding. So many regulations, actions, and ar¬ 
guments seem beyond common sense at first sight, are seemingly il¬ 
logical. But their logic becomes clear if you recognize them as 
pure expressions of power, as calculations of permanent uncertain 
ty and often incalcualble threat/punishment, which are meant to 
wear one down and to silene one. "Peace and quiet" as opposed to 
flowers in the cells, as opposed to pamphlets, as opposed to re¬ 
bellion. Candles are a fire hazard from January to November, in 
December they are not; showers in the afternoon - if it s organ¬ 
izationally possible"; a continual struggle about every picture 
that hangs in the cells; it is forbidden to walk on the grass in 
the yard - one must walk around it; extra yardtime on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoon in pleasant weather -not as a guarantee but as a 
favor granted if it is determined that the weather is nice, which, 
like the amount of time, depends on the whims of the guards; if I 
speak to Barbara(5) during our common yardtime we will both "natur- 
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ally” be threatened with termination... This list can perhaps 
help convey how they wear us down, how they suffocate us, even 
outside of isolation, if they don't succeed in using isolation 
against us, with small, unspectacular things. 

There are many writings about prison from different people in dif¬ 
ferent prisons about different periods. And, nevertheless one 
finds common things in all accounts. The purpose of prison, and 
the factor that one tries to defend oneself from, is always the 
same. Read these books. Your perception will be clearer as a re¬ 
sult, but it will always be most clear from inside here. But the 
rage and the will to live of many prisoners also helps those out¬ 
side to understand prison not only as a moloch, but also as a ter¬ 
rain which is more than simply one of pure survival. 

Marianne Herzog: Nicht den Hunger verlieren (FRG, early 70s) 

Carl Harp: Love and Rage (US, 70s) 

Vera Figner: Nacht fiber Russland (Russian prisons end of the 
19th century) 

Ernesto Gonzales Bermejo: Hfinde im Feuer, Ein Tupamaro blickt 
zurfick (Uruguay) 

Rosa Luxemburg: (I don't know the titles yet) 

Julius Fucik: Reportage unter dem strang geschreiben (Journal 
from the Pancracar prison, Czechoslovakia 1943) 

Jewgenia Ginsburg: Marschroute eines Lebens 

Jewgenia Gisnburg: Gratwanderung (Prison and work camp, USSR, 
Stalin period)(6) 

I, as well as others have read these. This is a very small sel¬ 
ection... There is a brochure about "Pl8tze”(7) - I am not yet 
familiar with it, but it is apparently interesting... 

Loving Greetings, 

Ulla 

FOOTNOTES 

(1) Nicht den Hunger verlieren translates as Don't Forget Hunger. 

(2) UG refers to the prison Ulla is in. 

(3) The translator could not find this phrase in the original 
1980 edition of Carl Harp's diary, "Love and Rage", printed 
by Pulp Press in Canada. We had no option but to retranslate 
it from German. We apologize for any unavoidable linguistic 
inaccuracies, but are certain that we have maintained the in¬ 
tegrity of the meaning. 

(4) After being warned that his life was in danger as a result of 
his political activities in prison, Carl Harp was found hang¬ 
ed with his wrists slashed in his cell on 05-09-81. The ac¬ 
companying suicide note was verified as a fake by family and 
friends who said that it did not resemble Carl's handwriting. 

(5) Barbara Ernst — arrested July 2, 1984. Convicted of member¬ 
ship in the anti-imperialist guerilla group the Red Army 
Faction (RAF). 
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(6) We have left all book titles in the origninal German, with 
the exception of *'Love and Rage", because we have failed to 
find any indication of an English language editions. 

(7) PlStze “ refers to the women's prison JVA PlStzensee. 


Excerpt from a Letter from Ingrid Strobl 


...That is an effect of isolation, that one internalizes the her- 
metics, loses language, suffers setbacks in terminology. It is a 
terrible effect, but often unavoidable. I don't want to play the 
hardliner, but, nevertheless - it simply isn't otherwise. I have 
now laboriously again found my language in the work on the 
book(l), but above all simply as a result of the possibility of 
SPEAKING, even if only nonsense and only two hours a day. If you 
spend 24 hours a day in silence AND also have no material at your 
disposal, then this effect occurs compulsively, and I find that 
extremely dreadful, menacing, and alarming. I am a person who 
really reflects on language, who has throughout life not done any¬ 
thing but read and write. If this has already happened to me, 
then you know how it plays itself out in people who are not fix¬ 
ated on language and are held for considerably longer in total 
isolation.... 


...I am very interested as to whether, for example, the less pol¬ 
iticized or even the disapproving section of the movement can mus¬ 
ter themselves to the struggle (to protest, which is always their 
form) against isolation. Whether they now understand that it 
isn't acceptable that humans disappear into a concrete tomb, re¬ 
gardless of where they themselves stand politically with respect 
to these people. Well, we shall see. Finally, I allow myself 
just a vague optimism... 


FOOTNOTES 


(1) Ingrid is writing a book regarding women's resistance during 
the Third Reich. 
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Statement by Ulla Penselln 

After an indictment was brought against me about two months ago 
and an examination of the records was possible, I made a statement 
regarding the charge on the 19th of August, when the reasons for my 
confinement were reviewed by the Oberlandsgerlcht (0LG)(1) 
Ddsseldorf. 

If I rid the charge against me of all "dramaturgic accessories", 
of all speculation and interpretation on the part of the State 
Security Services, it remains that I met women from the Gene Ar- 
chive(2)ln Essen who are also suspected; I once tried to evade 
surveillance: and I have dealt with genetic technology - a subject 
considered to be "relevant in the context of bombings". 

From this a charge was constructed of membership in the 
Revolutionary Cells/Rote Zora and participation in the firebomb- 
ings of the Adler branches(3). 

That's too much of an honor for me. 

My statement is meant to be a response to this ideologically con¬ 
structed charge: I met those women because we have worked toge¬ 
ther for a long time and we are friends - our common point of ref¬ 
erence is population politics and genetic technology, which in¬ 
cludes collaboration in publishing the journal "E,coli-bri"(A) and 
developing common positions on the anti-imperialist women's 
struggle. 

I.have tried to evade surveillance, which, being obvious had come 
to my attention some time ago, since I am not willing - at least 
as much as possible - to live my life under the watchful eyes of 
the State Security Service. 

I am concerned with population politics (and in this context with 
genetic technology, too) which is a key field for the sustenance 
of patriarchal-imperialist domination and for the adjustment of 
people according to the needs of the process of utilization of 
capital, a policy aimed in various forms primarily against 

women. 

There are strict limits in delivering a statement: no statements 
concerning other people or concerning structures, which would 
only lead to further investigations; and no political betrayal. I 
was able to comment on the charges against myself without over¬ 
stepping these boundaries. 

I believe it is important to draw these State Security constructs 
to the attention of public discourse and thus clarify them. Such 
constructs based on the anti-terrorist Paragraph 129a(5) have been 
utilized to carry out judicial inquiries and trials. 
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The application of Paragraph 129a is political persecution. As 
faras solidarity with persons affected is concerned, this cannot 
be a question of their being “guilty" or "not guilty". Those in 
power turn their laws against us according to what and who en¬ 
dangers their projects. 

Our question'can only be: is resistance Justified? 

In this sense the discussion of whether the "right" or the "wrong" 
ones are in jail is cynical: nobody serves a prison term for the 
"right" reason. 

Even if, for instance, the confinement of Ingrid and myself has 
given a new impetus to the debate about the politics of the 
Revolutionary Cells/Rote Zora and to women's resistance - and this 
impetus was certainly against the intentions of those responsible 
for the confinements - I believe that we, as well as all the 
others confined, are most certainly more useful outside. 

The Attorney of the Federal Supreme Court has asked for the fusion 
of the trials against Ingrid and myself. I come to the conclusion 
that the State Security Service's showing as far as the Rote Zora 
is concerned is to finally be improved by means of a "big trial" 
against them. 

It would be great to mess up their show. Ultimately this will 
only be successful if the debate on women's resistance and all 
other "topics supposed to be relevant to bombings" are advanced. 

I feel close to all those very people who act everywhere knowing 
that we can only free ourselves by fighting patriarchy and imper¬ 
ialism! 

And I send all my strength and love above all to Ingrid and the 
four others still being sought after! 

Ulla Penselin 
21-08-88 

FOOTNOTES 

(1) Oberlandesgericht - Provincial Superior Court. 

(2) Gene Archive - Women's anti-gene technology archive. 

(3) Revolutionary Cells/Rote Zora - The Revolutioanry Cells 
are an autonomist guerilla group. The Rote Zora is a 
feminist-autonomist guerilla group. The two organizations 
are ideologically and structurally close to each other. On 
15-08-87, the Rote Zora firebombed 9 branches of the Adler 
department store in support of striking women in Adler's 
South Korean factory. Adler subsequently settled with the 
women, stating that the bombings had played a role in their 
decision. 
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Gene Technology; Instrument for Selection 


The women of the "Feminist Social Science Association" in Cologne 
have asked me to write a paper for the Congress. They suggested 
that I write on the connections between gene technology and 
National Soclalism(l) - an important subject which I would have 
liked to work on seriously. But part of my confinement is pre¬ 
cisely that I am not given those things that I would so urgently 
need in order to intervene in current political discussions and 
conflicts. I don't get any pamphlets that could be of political 
interest or Importance. I get neither copies nor clippings from 
newspapers or magazines. 

As you all know, you find more information on subjects like gene 
technology and reproduction terror in hectographed texts, photo¬ 
copied papers and journals like "E.coli-bri"(2) than in "properly" 
bound books. The result is that I am not able to embrace the pap¬ 
er in the way that I would like. 

I don't appreciate mere statements, and I assume that a lot of 
women will lecture at the Congress, women who are experts in their 
fields and who have had access to the relevant material in order 
to support their theses. 

Nevertheless, I want to draw your attention to a few political as¬ 
pects that seem very important to me - even if it means carrying 
coal to Newcastle. 

Being an expert and knowing all the details does little good for 
our resistance, if we are not constantly aware of the basic pol¬ 
itical conditions under which we develop our resistance against 
gene and reproductive engineering. 

Economic experts have predicted that gene and biotechnology are 
going to be the most profitable future branch of production. In 
this case the experts are presumably right. Of course, those who 
are interested in this kind of production - from the lab to the 
boardroom - are trying hard to prevent any obstruction of their 
projects. Recently, however, they have been massively disturbed 
on different levels. Women have found out about their plans and 
have made them public. Women have made the public realize that 
these projects are Irresponsible and they have refused to accept 
them. Women have obstructed the development of specific projects 
by attacking them. It is not at all surprising that the alliance 
of those that make the profits give us a hard time in order to 
prevent such disturbances in the future. The means which the 
State was kind enough to put at their disposal most recently is 
the criminalization of their opponents. As we all know, the magic 
formula which turns criticism and resistance into a "crime" runs 
as follows: "subjects relevant to (terrorist) attacks". This in¬ 
vention is certainly not without its charm, for it is increasingly 
turning against its creators. 
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Since December 18, 1987, the Bundesanwaltschaft(3) has, in a way, 
acted as our advertising agency, and that without even being paid 
for it. The women of the Gene Archive(4) and Ulla will be able to 
confirm that since that time the subject "genetic engineering" has 
been on everybody's lips and has been heavily debated, and that it 
receives morer attention than ever before. For this I would like 
to thank the Federal Attorney. 

However, back to the basic political conditions of our subject. 

In a country like the Federal Republic of Germany, we can neither 
analyze nor resist this research, this technology, this promising 
industry as long as we don't see it within the context of National 
Socialism and its continuity. The new reproductive and genetic 
technologies continue the ideology and the practice of selection 
and eradication. 

Treatment and prevention of illnesses is only a partial aspect of 
this kind of research and its use. In the first place, it is 
again a matter of valuable and inferior life. Again the point is 
to separate those who deserve to procreate from those who don't. 
Those not worthy of survival and procreation are: the poor on the 
Latin American, Asian, and African continents, that is to say 
those who cannot even be utilized as slave labor on the 
plantations of multinational corporations or for industrial pro¬ 
duction with the lowest wages on an international level, as well 
as the female babies in those countries accused of overpopulation 
by the industrialized countries, and also the refugees who no 
longer produce profit, and who - in addition to this - intend to 
move to the industrialized countries. In our country, people not 
worthy of living or procreating are: female Turkish immigrant 
workers, cripples, old and chronically ill people who can no long¬ 
er take care of themselves. It has not yet been clearly stated 
that logically speaking this means all of those impoverished 

parts of the population called "anti-social" by the "good" German 
tradition. 

In the first instance, those worthy of living and procreating are 
the members of the white upper and middle classes in the indus¬ 
trialized countries. The progress in medicine and in genetic re¬ 
search is granted to them. Their desire for a child is fulfilled, 
if need be artificially or by surrogacy. In order to produce the 
meat they eat, hybrid feed for animal fattening is grown instead 
of food for people. The Nazis managed to get support from a re¬ 
markably large part of the German population. This didn't work 
through coercion and oppression alone. 

The so-called German "Volk"(5) were given bits of the benefits 
gained by Nazi intrigues. 

They gave the people additionally or alternatively a feeling of 
superiority. The formula for the rest of the world was sheer ter¬ 
ror, eradication through work or immediate annihilation. While 
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some were decorated with the "Mother's Cross", others were sub¬ 
jected to forced sterilization. While some cruised through 
Germany in the framework of the "Kraft durch Freude"(6) Programme 
(which was a kind of recreation programme reserved exclusively for 
Germans), others filled deportation trains. 

We are the new Aryans. Within the context of an imperialist poli¬ 
cy of selection, so-called feminist sperm banks are nothing but a 
kind of alternative "Lebensborn". It is not by pure chance that 
the propagandists of reproductive and genetic engineering are aim¬ 
ing at "today's women". Within the last 20 years patriarchy has 
had to give way; women have developed further. It is quite under¬ 
standable that the lords of the world can't put up with this. On 
the one hand, they are trying to regain ground and to reconquer 
control over women; on the other hand, they are trying to use for 
their own purposes the few achievements we as women have gained 
through our struggle - this means, in the final analysis, that 
they are trying to turn them against us. Specifically this means: 
they are trying to achieve among modern, emancipated, working wom¬ 
en the acceptance they need for their deadly projects. Infertil¬ 
ity? No problem, we'll solve it in the lab for you. No time for 
pregnancy? No big deal, just pick and choose the surrogate mother 
you like. Fear of a handicapped child? Don't worry, we will 
remove it on time. Woe be to you if you give birth to a cripple. 
Then you have to look after her/him yourself. And block you ears 
if any of those remaining radical feminists try to question your 
desire for your own flesh and blood. And, ladies, if you insist 
that contraceptives be as harmless as possible, then please don't 
complain if we test them on women in Bangladesh or Brazil. With¬ 
out guinea pigs you simply can't achieve exact scientific results. 
The sense and purpose of genetic engineering is not the alienation 
of women from nature - as some of us fear. The alleged 
the nature of women is a reactionary myth originating in some mud¬ 
dy source that is also fructifying modern patriarchy. The sense 
and purpose of genetic engineering is exploitation of and domina¬ 
tion over people. People are selected, used up, and annihilated 
for profit and for the supremacy of those in power. The ruling 
system - imperialism - is basically patriarchal and racist. It 
is, therefore, shamelessly dominating those who are non-male and 
non-white. In turn, an essential basis of patriarchy is the myth 
of women's biological nature - saying that women are "different", 
more creature-like, and above all born to give birth. Today, wom¬ 
en go to the labs of those performing in vitro fertilization and 
they praise the blessings of this science, since they feel unful¬ 
filled without their own child. The old ideology is celebrating 
its wedding with technological progress - that's the sum of it. 

Also the new technologies are nothing essentially new. They are 
the continuation of Nazi research with new means, serving the int¬ 
erests of new power groups. The Nazi physicians and scientists 
were the first ones to move beyond the limits of pathology and to 
work on and cut up living bodies. They tried to find out how the 
production of offspring could directly be steered in the interest 
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and to the advantage of the master race. We all know that their 
research was interrupted by the liberation of the concentration 
camps. The reproductive and gene technologies continue their 
work in this field. They have found out how to take apart women's 
reproductive organs and activities, how to isolate them and thus 
how to use' them for a future policy of selection. The success of 
their work is that one doesn't have to restrict oneself to the er¬ 
adication of inferior life, now such life can be prevented from 
coming into existence, or perhaps one can manipulate it in the de¬ 
sired direction. 

Today's research is certainly not restricted to the field of human 
genetics. The best results have been achieved in revolutionizing 
agriculture. Neither climate not the condition of the soil can 
throw obstacles in the way of gene-guided methods of cultivation. 
Very soon almost anything will be able to be planted anywhere, be¬ 
cause of cultivated seed and harmonized fertilizers and weed kill¬ 
ers. Starvation can be artificially produced and has proved to be 
a weapon more effective than all the tanks and guns together. We 
here in the industrialized countries fear that genetic research 
could create a new Frankenstein. The people of the Three Contin- 
ents(7) haven't had to fear a Frankenstein for a long time. This 
is because completely naturally conceived and born agents of im¬ 
perialism rage so unscrupulously in their countries that even a 
Frankenstein couldn't be worse. In general, gene and reproductive 
technologies are only a new method to dominate the world more ef¬ 
fectively and to control women more perfectly. They are part of a 
very old system based on the subjugation of women and of those 
people that don't belong to the master race in power. This system, 
dominating today in the form of sexist imperialism, is rooted in 
the patriarchal policy of separating all people into superior 

and inferior beings, and it has been improved and perfected by 
colonial racist policy and the National Socialist practice pf sel¬ 
ection. 

Reproductive and gene technologies are particularly attacks on the 
dignity of women and on their right to self-determination. Part 
of this attack here is the systematic cutting-back of abortion 
rights, which are ridiculous in any case. The Aryan woman is 
support to produce offspring. The attack against the women of 
the Three Continents is carried out by sterilization campaigns and 
by abusing these very women as guinea pigs for new and especially 
harmful contraceptives. The brown, yellow, and black riffraff is, 
if possible,not meant to produce offspring. Here the attack is 
carried out by means of human genetic counselling, whereas in India 
it is aimed at female embryos that can be detected on time and af¬ 
terwards aborted - thanks to medical progress. 

The principles of patriarchy are such that women should not have 
the right to self-determination, that their bodies are in princi¬ 
ple available to men. Part of the principle of selection is that 
women are a priori inferior beings, but this inferiority is grad¬ 
uated in itself, that is from white to black, from north to south, 
from rich to poor, from able-bodied to crippled. 
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The main attack is carried out against the most exploited coun¬ 
tries on earth by those who are making profit from reproductive 
and gene technologies. Their first victims are the women in those 
very countries. That means that our struggle can't be a single- 
issue movement restricting itself to the effects of this "pro¬ 
gress" in the industrialized countries. Our resistance can only 
make sense if it is an international resistance and if it develops 
within the the framework of an "all around" resistance directed 
against this entire system of sexism, exploitation, selection, and 
eradication. 

All over the world, women are fighting this monster - a monster 
which is bleeding them white, raping them, killing them. We, the 
women in the industrialized countries, live in the fortress of 
this monster, where its research centers and control stations are 
located, where it holds its profit and its power and where it 
'^hammers out" new plans, where it relaxes. 

And it does all of this hoping not to be seriously disturbed. 

Let's turn that hope into an illusioni 

Ingrid Strobl 
Munich, October 1988 


FOOTNOTES 

(1) National Socialism - Naziism. 

(2) E.coli-bri - journal of the anti-gene technology section of 
the West German women's movement. 

(3) Bundesanwaltschaft - Federal Prosecutors' Office. 

(4) Gene Archive - archive of the anti-gene technology section of 
the West German women's movement. 

(5) Volk - people. 

(6) Kraft durch Freude - strength through pleasure. 

(7) Three Continents — Africa, Asia, Central & South America. 
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Paragraph 129(a); More House Searches (1) 

This Time Searching for E,coli-brl (2) 

On 29-11-88, at approximately 10:00AM, State Security officers of 
the FD7 [,the equivalent of the LKA(3) in other federal provinces] 
simultaneously searched a private home, the store "Cafg und 
Buch"(4), and the women's store AIZAN in Hamburg. The goal of the 
investigations was a search for the magazine "E.coll-bri”, #4, 
pages 2, 3, 12, and 30 of which, according to the Judge overseeing 
the investigation, supported the RZ and Rote Zora. In the search 
warrant (Issued in mid-October '88) it states: "It is presumed 
that the search will lead to evidence (paragraphs 102, 105, 162, 
169 StPO), which will lead to conclusions regarding the individ¬ 
uals responsible for the production and distribution of the maga¬ 
zine, but whom are not named in it." 

AIZAN is the mailing address for "E.coli-bri". The bank account 
for the magazine is in the name of the woman whose house was 
searched. As in all other Left bookstores, "E.coli-bri" can be 
purchased in "Caf§ und Buch". While the search of AIZAN was ter¬ 
minated in 17 minutes and the specified "E.coli-bri" was not found 
there. State Security found 3 magazines at "Caf6 und Buch", to¬ 
gether with other "chance discoveries" that had nothing to do with 
these preliminary proceedings. The women workers of the bookstore 
collective who were accused were denied entry to the store during 
the search. As well, the "Caf6 und Buch" people were refused the 
right to have an independent witness of their choice. State 
Security had one of their own men from the Department of Finance 
and Economics along to fulfill this role. In the private dwell¬ 
ing, the house search lasted li hours. 7 male officers and 1 fe¬ 
male officer also failed to find the sought-after article there. 

Of course, they collect-ed "chance discoveries" there as well. 

According to the search warrant, preliminary proceedings were di¬ 
rected against 8 persons known by name (the bookstore collective 
and the holder of the bank account) and against AIZAN and "persons 
unknown". 

If,in the course of these preliminary proceedings, more witnesses 
are subpoenaed or more searches occur (as, according to our in¬ 
formation, has already happened in Kassel), follow the old maxim: 
The only secure approach is to say nothing! And circulate the rel- 
evant information later! 
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FOOTNOTES 


(1) Paragraph 129a - legal paragraph outlawing the formation of 
or support of "terrorist" organizations. Directed primarily 
at guerilla organizations such as the Red Army Faction, the 
Revolutionary Cells, Rote Zora, as well as their supporters, 
it nonetheless lends itself to extremely broad interpretation 
and application, and is used against all sectors of the Left 
when circumstances are deemed to warrant it. 

(2) E.coli“bri - journal of the anti-gene technology section of 
the West German women's movement. 

(3) LKA - Landeskriminalamt, Provincial Criminal Office, equival¬ 
ent of the BKA at the provincial level. 

(4) Caf6 und Buch - Cafe and Book. 




Revised Pleading by Dr. Ingrid Strobl for the Remand Proceeding 
on January 1st 1988 

First of all I would like to say something concerning the part I 
play in these proceedings. I am being accused by the BAW of 
"being a member of the terrorist organization the Revolutionary 
Cells (abbreviated: RZ)". This accusation is based on a number 
of grotesque facts, some of which are simply absurd. I am posi¬ 
tive that the BAW knows as well as I do that this accusation is 
nothing but their own invention. There is only one reason for the 
BAW to insist on it even in the bill of indictment, and that is to 
intimidate me as a potential informant. I am to be threatened 
with long imprisonment to make me say for whom I bought the 
"corpus delicti" on which everything rests, the EMES Sonochron 
alarm clock. Since I refuse to give this information I am in a 
sort of coercive detention. This coercive detention has lasted 
eight months so far. 

The only real accusation the BAW can bring against me, the only 
real accusation which is shown by means of 13 complex investiga¬ 
tion files is the purchase of this ominous alarm clock. Even now 
I am not prepared to give the name of the person for whom I bought 
the alarm clock. However, in order to reduce speculations which 
are running wild to a normal degree, I will explain how and why I 
bought that alarm clock. 


Some days before the 11th of September 1986 an old friend of mine 
rang me up. He does not live in Cologne and I will call him X 
hereinafter. X asked me to buy a certain alarm clock that he 
wanted to have as a birthday present for a friend. He explained 
the special advantages of the clock to me. It was, as he said, 
the smallest and simplest travelling alarm clock available on the 
market at that time, but nonetheless loud enough to actually wake 
someone up. However, there was a real disadvantage as well, it 
was very difficult to buy and not at all available in the place 
where X lives, but it was sold by Messrs Wempe, clock specialists 
in Cologne. 


Therefore I went to Wempe’s on Sept. 11th, told the female shop 
assistant which alarm clock I wanted to have and how much it cost 
according to ray information. Since I knew exactly which model I 
was to buy, I had "memorized it". 


An impudent imagination is required to draw the following conclu¬ 
sion from the fact that I did not have the functioning of the al¬ 
arm clock explained to me. The BAW comes to the conclusion that 
the fact that I knew how to use it shows that I must be an RZ 
member and so to say an "insider". But, after all, the clock was 
not for me. Furthermore, I was positive that X would be in a pos¬ 
ition to cope with that absolutely minor problem without previous 
instruction. 
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On the following Sunday, X visited me, as agreed upon. I gave him 
the alarm clock, the receipt, and the guarantee card and he gave 
me the money. Thus the affair was settled in my opinion. 

Five month? later, on Feb. 12th 1987, in the afternoon, I was vis¬ 
ited by a colleague from "EMMA”, Cornelia Filter, who told me about 
a strange telephone call. A Mrs. L. had told her after some ted¬ 
ious discussion that I had something to do with "terrorists" and 
that my telephone was being tapped. The WDR(l) film on 10 years 
of "EMMA" had been recorded on video especially because of me. 
There was danger ahead, so to speak. 

On the next day, Feb. 13, I went to "EMMA" in the afternoon in or¬ 
der to collect my mail as usual. I spoke about the strange tele¬ 
phone call again with Cornelia Filter and finally asked to ring 
Mrs. L. up again and find out why she thought I was being surveil- 
ed. Cornelia Filter told her that she had talked to me but that I 
did not take the matter particularly seriously. Mrs. L. answered 
that I should take it very seriously, that I was being surveiled, 
etc., and that I had recently bought an alarm clock that had been 
used in a plot against Lufthansa. 

I considered the entire story rather absurd. However, I was al¬ 
armed, because if the caller was not mad I could be positive that 
I was being surveiled. 

On the same evening I told several people about this strange tele¬ 
phone call because I wanted to hear their opinions. 

Since I wanted to know whether it was possible to do something 
against a possible surveillance I even went to my solicitor with 
the record I had been given in the meantime. She told me that I 
had to be informed of it at the end of the wire-tapping action at 
the latest. She calmed me and gave me the advice to leave things 
as they were. 

However, I kept records of telephone calls "carefully" in case 
they might be of some consequence. I thought this could be posi¬ 
tive evidence for me, which, however, has turned out to be naive, 
after reading what the 6AW has made of it. 

I only remembered the telephone affair when I was informed by TV 
and radio on Dec. 18th 1987 that 33 flats all over the Federal 
Republic had been searched, some of them in Cologne, and all be¬ 
cause of "RZ suspicions". Of course, I supposed that the "Masters 
of Dawn” had also been in my place. When I read in the paper that 
a flat in Cologne in easy reach of the Neumarkt had been searched, 
I was absolutely sure. In spite of this I went home - unmistak¬ 
able evidence showing my obviously rather perplexing "conspiracy". 
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Now some short remarks concerning the BAW*s favourite evidence for 
my criminal activities: they say that I hurried to the bank the 
following Monday, immediately following Mrs. L's warning, in order 
to empty my safety deposit box. 

Here the little word "immediately" is a big mistake. Immediately 
would have been Thursday, Dec. 12th, when Cornelia Filter told me 
of the suspicion of my maintaining contacts with "terrorists" and 
of possible police action against me which would possibly have 
started within the following few hours. What then would 

have been better then than to hurry immediately to the bank, pro¬ 
vided there was something I would have wanted to "lay aside”. On 
Friday, Feb. 2nd, Mrs. L sustained the suspicion and told me that 
the alarm clock had allegedly been bought for the plot against 
Lufthansa. At that very moment I should have panicked and hurried 
to the Bank fUr Gemelnwirtschaft, which is only a few yards 
away from the "EMMA" editorial office. I did not do anything like 
that. No wonder, there was no reason to act like that. There was 
neither bombs nor guns in my safety deposit box, just some pass¬ 
ports and some jewelry, which I collected on the "following 
Monday". In order to avoid new flashes of wisdom on the part of 
the BAW in advance: I did not bring the jewelry to a pawn shop 
in order to finance my escape. Police are keeping my jewelry and 
I am imprisoned, because I did not escape. 

I am fully aware that for the BAW everything depends on my giving 
the person's name. Despite that I will not say who it is. I have 
gained some experience regarding the "line of argument" in these 
proceedings. I know by now that do what you like, everything will 
be turned against you. After the "warning" from Mrs. L, I have 
shown a behavior which is suicidal and out of the question for any 
real illegal person. Now the BAW is trying to lay a trap for me 
as a result of that behavior, with "arguments" which insult any 
logical sense, which do not become plausible by constant repeti¬ 
tion, and which have cost me eight months of my life so far. I 
cannot demand that from any other person. I cannot place anyone in 
such a situation, especially since I am sure that X had nothing to 
do with the plot. X would not have a chance. The BAW and the BKA 
are in desperate need of success. They have to show success con¬ 
cerning the RZ. On no account would they release a second victim 
from their fangs. 

My attitude in this case has nothing to do with martyrdom. It is 
not just for a short time that I have been a political person. I 
have always been a political person. I am 36 years old and I have 
been considering myself a leftist since I was 16, and a feminist 
since the early 70s. In contrast with many people from my genera¬ 
tion, I did not give up my political identity and I could not give 
it up without giving myself up. 

During the recent years and particularly during my work on the 
resistance against fascism, I have dealt with the problem of pol¬ 
itical morals, and since I finished my book I am most interested in 
this subject. In my opinion, it is an integral part of political 
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morals that one cannot expose another person to prosecution by the 
State. One cannot allow an entire organization to hunt, to grind, 
and possibly to destroy an individual. This attitude determines 
my life, my identity, and my integrity. If I give up this atti¬ 
tude, I will no longer be myself. I would lose my self-respect 
and that would be a much more fundamental interference in my 
life, in my personality, than prison. 

My politcal work means theory. I express my opposition by means 
of my articles, books, lectures, and contributions to discussions 
against a society which restricts and supresses peoples' lives 
and often destroys them directly and cruelly. And I do so be¬ 
cause I hope to make other people believe that they do not have to 
accept repression, exploitation, and humiliation. Unfortunately, 

I have not had enough time for practical political activities 
since I began working for "EMMA". I have not even managed to co¬ 
operate with feminist groups which deal with subjects I am really 
interested in. I tried again and again, but I had to give it up 
because I could not even manage to make every second meeting. I 
regretted that and I still regret it today. Also, theory re¬ 
quires vivid discussions and controversies within the existing so¬ 
ciety if it is not to remain totally abstract and useless. 

Very often my situation was very unsatisfactory: I had written an 
article ot made a speech, had normally represented a radical pos¬ 
ition - and was not in a position to take part in the discussions 
created by my perspective, at least not constantly and not with the 
responsibility and reliability required. 

In spite of this handicap, I chose my priorities. I think I am 
able to write, and I also think that I can persuade people by 
means of my writing. And, as such, I also believe that this form 
of my political work is not completely useless. 

There would be no use writing another word and I would never per¬ 
suade anyone again if I gave up my political morals by handing a 
person over to this inhuman machine. 

Now I will give some explanation regarding the accusation of 
membership(2) which has been made in the bill of indictment, and I 
will endeavor to.do this seriously, although the normal reaction 
as to the "evidence" provided by the BAW can only be a mixture of 
bewilderment and cynicism. 

While Ulla Penselin is accused of being known by the police to 
have paid a visit to a political prisoner, etc., I am accused of 
being completely unknown to the police. So what? Going into a 
cloister would have been the highest possible degree of conspir¬ 
acy in that case. 

The BAW constantly repeated in their files that I have not done 
anything or said anything suspicious. Neither searching my flat 
nor tapping my telephone nor the analyses of entries in various 
agendas nor the observation of my "movements" nor the checking of 
my accounts could reveal even the slightest evidence. 
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At the same time the BAW overstates some of the suspicious tele¬ 
phone calls as "evidence". They say that I had addressed Peter N 
as "Theo" on the telephone occasionally. How this claim got into 
the files is absolutely obscure. Peter N is neither called "Theo" 
nor has the word "Theo" belonged to my repertoire of nicknames. 

The answer to plumb the depths of that mystery: either the offi¬ 
cials were sleeping or they were playing the hit "Theo, wir fahr’n 
nach Lodz"(3) on the radio. 

But no. Theo, according to the BAW, is Peter N's cover name. And 
the RZ members address one another with cover names. It is ob¬ 
scure. On the one hand, I behaved perfectly without any mistakes 
and highly conspiratively and did not say one suspicious word on 
the phone. At the same time, I am said to have squandered cover 
names frankly and frequently, despite Mrs. L’s "warning". 

In the indictment, the BAW repeats again and again, like a prayer 
wheel, that articles required for criminal activities may only be 
provided by members. I studied the RZ texts enclosed with the in¬ 
dictment thoroughly for such a quotation, and could not find even 
a single one. Instead I found other quotations. For example, the 
RZ wants their members to try to evade "State control and supervi¬ 
sion whenever possible. (...) No address books or coded addres¬ 
ses only (or address books inflated by means of the telephone di¬ 
rectory)." In my flat they found two address books and two 

women's calendars with complete lists of addresses. Furthermore, 
there was the address book I had on me when I was arrested. As to 
the files, the BKA states that so far most of the addresses have 
been verified. 

RZ members have "to provide opportunities to protect individual 
comrades, to secure them, to arrange for material means in order 
to enable them to use their entire energy to continue their polit¬ 
ical practice." Furthermore, it is imperative to study martial 
arts, which means "the establishment of a logistical structure for 
the fulfillment of more than the present requirements. (Depots, 
opportunities to hide)" and "to gather information on how to get 
false documents whenever required..." 

After Mrs. L’s "warning" I could have relied on other "comrades" 
to fulfill my material needs and I would have known how to get a 
false passport. 

After that I had almost one year to acquire false documents (in 
the event that I did not have any - in contrast with the instruc¬ 
tions for RZ members). 

In 1987, I travelled abroad several times and - strangely 
enough - always came back. Also, on Feb 18th, I could still have 
disappeared without difficulties, trusting that other comrades 
would care for my material needs. 


44 




The BAW states my book - called my llfework in the bill of in¬ 
dictment - as a reason not to disappear in spite of several 
"warnings" , i.e., that I would not have been able to write it un¬ 
derground. The BAW shbuld at least check its own statements in 
order to avoid contradictions which are simply too obvious. Dur¬ 
ing the remand procedure, the BAW claimed that my book was not 
grounds for releasing me, as I could continue this work in the un¬ 
derground without difficulty. 

Since the prosecutors from Wiesbaden to Karlsruhe seem to consider 
me relatively intelligent and I do not want to deny that they are 
also intelligent, there is - as I have said before - only one rea¬ 
son for this construction; it is to be the Sword of Damocles to 
hang over me with the implication; "We will cast all these impu¬ 
tations on you unless you finally say whom you have given the 
alarm clock to." 

Proceedings under Paragraph 129a StGB are carried out first and 
foremost in order to investigate left political and feminist 
structures. The "scene" is to be placed under a microscope and 
many people are to be examined. In my case, the investigation was 
carried out in an effort to round up the refugee scene in Cologne 
and other cities in Nordrhien-Westfalen(4). In my case at least 
28 people were affected by the investigations. Most of them I do 
not even know. 

To say for whom I bought this alarm clock would only mean handing 
another person over to this rather cruel machinery to which I am 
subjected,and to expose other people, friends and colleagues of 
this person, to this maelstrom of investigation, registration, 
snooping around, and suspicion. 


FOOTNOTES 

(1) WDR - Westdeutscher Rundfunk, State owned TV and Radio corp¬ 
oration . 

(2) Meaning membership in the Revolutionary Cells. 

(3) Theo, wir fahr'n nach Lodz - Theo, we're driving to Lodz. 

(4) Nordrehein-Westfalen - NRW, referred to as North Rhine- 
Westfalia in English, a northern province in West Germany. 
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Trial Statement from Ingrid Strobl 

We find ourselves faced with a trial being carried out under 
Paragraph 129a. For that reason, I above all, want to say some¬ 
thing about this paragraph. Some visitors to the trial will 
doubtless be shocked by the repulsive ritual they expose them¬ 
selves to when they step into the courtroom. Others who have more 
experience with political trials are no longer shocked. Whoever 
has followed these trials before the State Security courts of this 
country for a longer period of time finds this ritual almost nat¬ 
ural. 

It is not, however, natural that a visitor to a trial can only en¬ 
ter the courtroom after s/he has submitted her/himself to a body- 
search. It is not natural that even the lawyers must accept these 
searches. It's not natural that to watch a trial one must make 
one's way through a row of heavily armed men, that one must allow 
on6's ID papers to be verified and registered, that one must spend 
hours, days,weeks in an inhumane bunker like this one. 

However, that is all part of the special law which Paragraph 129a 
constitutes. It is part of this paragraph which outside of this 
courtroom permits everything which is still not - yet- permitted: 
house raids and arrests, street controls and personal searches, 
telephone taps and surveillance, the seizure of books and bro¬ 
chures, all without having to produce any concrete and verifiable 
basis for suspicion. 

For these measures vague assertions of suspicion are good enough 
evidence of an offence under Paragraph 129a. 

These vague assertions of suspicion are sufficient for people 
arrested due to such accusations to be imprisoned under the spe¬ 
cial law. Concretely this means: isolation, the high-security 
wing, and a windowless cell. This means isolation under the most 
difficult prison conditions. This means legal mail is opened and 
lawyers' visits are through a screen, observed by both a prison 
employee and an employee of the Provincial Criminal Office, either 
of whom can break off the visit because of an inappropriate com¬ 
ment . 

People who are pursued by State Security under Paragraph 129a have 
hardly any rights, and even the few they do have can be removed - 
inasfar as one can, for example, be subjected to Kontaktsperre(1). 

Militant opponents and those who are perceived as such are no 
longer people, but objects of so-called security policy, which 
puts forward security to permit any despotic excess. 

Paragraph 129 was established under Bismarck to carry through the 
Socialist Laws. And it was broadened by the ruling Social 
Democrats almost a hundred years later to struggle against terror- 
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ism, as it was so attractively, formulated. This paragraph, which 
was such a useful weapon against the German workers' movement, 
survived the Kaiser's Reich and the "Thousand Year Reich"(2). 
Following the defeat of the NS Regime, this weapon was carefully 
dug up, polished, technically improved, and serves today as a 
multi-purpose weapon against every radical nonintegratable oppo¬ 
sition. It is a document of anti-communism and exposes the myth 
of the so-called Zero Hour. In 1945, Germany was reduced to 
rubble, but the classic conception of the enemy didn't suffer a 
scratch. While at least anti-Semitism appeared inopportune for a 
time after Auschwitz, anti-communism succeeded in becoming a fund¬ 
amental segment of the German reconstruction. This deep-rooted 
anti—communism seemed to the Western Allies to be a guarantee that 
it would be possible to build an industrial center and "bulwark of 
the West" out of this rubble. And so the designers and profiteers 
of the overall National Socialist policy were integrated without a 
pause into the imperialist State of the Federal Republic. Their 
invaluable experience and competence was not to be wasted. 

The NS industrial leaders who had robbed all of Europe from France to 
Poland were barely out of their executive easy-chairs before they 
were back in them planning new mega-projects. 

At the same time the witch hunt against the Communists was resur¬ 
rected against those who had dared to survive the NS Regime, 
against those who had dared - almost alone - to resist this re¬ 
gime. The new old weapon in the hands of their opponents was 
Paragraph 129. 

While Adenauer's(3) State Cabinet boasted racial commentator 
Globke, 370,000 preliminary proceedings were initiated - under 
Paragraph 129 - against Communists and opponents of rearmament(4). 
While former Gestapo Officers found new livelihoods, the Communist 
Party of Germany was again proscribed(5). 

German firms that had shamelessly squeezed occupied European coun¬ 
tries dry, that had profitted from the industrial enslavement of 
the Jewish people, these companies are today doing better business 
than ever. From the Deutsche Bank to Krupp to the Bayer subsid¬ 
iary Degesch, which manufactured Zyklon B(6), these firms today 
have their full part in the squeezing, the selection, the expul¬ 
sion, and the enslavement of the people of the so-called "Third 
World". 

But the programme only functions smoothly if absolute peace rules 
in a country. And because they couldn't limit the resistance to 
this new programme to organized Communists any longer, because 
they couldn't establish peace either via; the Emergency Laws nor 
via the integration of a part of the AP6(7), as such neither with 
the carrot nor with the stick, because they want to silence re¬ 
sistance always and everywhere, therefore the good old Paragraph 
129 had to be generally overhauled and adapted to the new re¬ 
quirements. It was broadened into 129a. The perceived enemy is 
called terrorism, and terrorism is always what State Security de¬ 
clares it to be. 
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Originallyt this paragraph served to construct special laws as a 
front line in the struggle against the armed groups in the Federal 
Republic, But it didn't stop there. Using this repressive as-* 
pact, Paragraph 129a was systematically built up into a paragraph 
that was used for investigations, that was directed against polit¬ 
ical relationships which make the State Security uneasy. Since 
the arsenal of the investigators was broadened to include the ad- 
hoc formulation "themes relevant to attacks", they have at their 
disposal a skeleton key that opens all the doors which according 
to ruling law were previously closed. In connection with the 
winter action of 18-12-87 alone, 33 homes and workplaces were 
searched, from which written material was trucked away by the 
kilo, and from which hundreds of new diskettes were fed into di¬ 
verse computers. In connection with the investigation of me alone, 
28 peoples'homes were placed under surveillance. Quite a few were 
not arrested after the gentlemen tore their homes apart in dawn 
raids. At least 20 investigations are still going on, 4 people 
are being sought, and 8 people have been threatened with coercive 
detention because they failed to see their father confessor in a 
State Prosecutor. The arguments upon which the diverse prelimin¬ 
ary proceedings are based are breathtaking. They go as far as to 
include someone for having telephoned me more than once. Or that 
someone arranged to meet me at a demonstration. Or that someone 
phoned someone who had arranged to meet me at a demonstration... 

It goes as far as to target certain people who arranged to meet in 
a bar without specifying what they wanted to talk about in the 
bar. Specifically, it was formulated as follows: "The accused 
participated (...) in a meeting (...) in the back room of a guest 
house, for which not the slightest hint of the purpose was given 
when the arrangements were made on the telephone." At the latest, 
following the reading of the search warrants from 18-12-87, it was 
clear where all of this was going. It was - and is - above all, 
directed at placing groups and individuals who do political work 
in certain areas under the microscope of State Security. The 
gentlemen from State Security want to find out who's doing and dis¬ 
cussing what with whom. These people are to be warned; if they 
don't keep their hands off certain topics, they've already got one 
foot in jail. And last but not least, if possible a couple 

of real fish should be caught in this far-flung net. The re¬ 
sponsible experts in the BKA presume that the Revolutionary Cells 
swim in the scene like fish in water. They hope, as such, to at 
last make the long-awaited catch. 

That the entire action turned out to be a blow against the water 
is a basis for why Ulla and I, in spite of all facts, were built 
up as members of the Revolutionary Cells with such determination. 
And after polishing up their stage-managed piece in the dress re- 
hersal against Ulla Penselin, the criminal film against Ingrid 
Strobl must end with a happy ending for the directors in Wiebaden 
and Karlsruhe at any cost. 
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The only success that the gentlemen from State Security can credit 
themselves with is that since then they have been able to feed 
marvelous new data into their gluttonous computer and some polit¬ 
ical connections are seemingly clearer than before. They have 
not been successful in stopping the political work in the areas 
of gene technology, refugee policy, and sex tourism or in intim¬ 
idating people who work on these themes, or in destroying solidar¬ 
ity with them. Completely the opposite has occurred. The inter¬ 
est in these themes has constantlylincreased since the Winter 
Action 1987. Ever more people want to understand what it has to 
do with them. The new multipurpose weapon, ”themes relevant to 
attacks", has boomeranged back against its creator. 

But that is no basis for calm. The Winter Action 1987 was a pilot 
project to allow the further establishment of the concept of 
"themes relevant to attacks". This verbal formulation must now be 
given content, and it will get ever more use as long as resistance 
stirs in this country. "Relevant to attacks" is always the theme 
upon which the ruling class wants to lay a greater mantel of 
silence. At this time there are the themes of refugee policy, in¬ 
ternational sexism, gene technology, and the situation of politic¬ 
al prisoners. Even the choice of themes is pertinent. It is di¬ 
rected against the prevailing political conditions. This choice 
was not reduced to the themes which have been the subject of at¬ 
tacks. The experience with Paragraph 129a indicates that it is 
not only acts that have already occurred that are targetted, but 
also acts that are clearly fictitious aspects of a projected 
future. So, for example, a very long time before the IMF and the 
World Bank Conference of last autumn, bottle controls and surveil¬ 
lance was carried out at the federal level. And this was not on 
the basis of attacks that had already occurred, but on the basis 
that attacks would be planned for this event. That indicates that 
every political theme is potentially "relevant to attacks". That 
means that every radical feminist could be criminalized. 

For a preliminary proceeding to be set in motion these days, to 
land in jail these days, no deed is any longer necessary. A clear 
political position is all that is needed to be targetted and pun¬ 
ished by State Security. It is not necessary that one lay a bomb. 
One need only discuss refugee policy with others without sending 
State Security a written invitation to the discussion. One need 
not go into illegality. One need only have a text from the illeg¬ 
al movement and openly discuss it. That is enough for a trial un¬ 
der Paragraph 129a. 

Paragraph 129a makes it possible for someone to be held in custody 
and even convicted without any concrete evidence. In such a case, 
underlying principles replace not only actions but also evidence. 

We all find ourselves now facing a concrete example of this situa¬ 
tion. The only fact that the prosecution can produce against me 
is the famous alarm clock. This proves nothing, we all know that. 
This proves nothing, even the Federal Prosecutor knows that. And, 
therefore, they have attempted for some time to hide this short¬ 
coming by directing attention toward my principles. 
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The article which I had been writing for a year without it leading 
to any investigation against me was suddenly read with different 
eyes. This article was introduced into the proceedings against me 
as a text relative to "themes relevant to attacks". 

A letter I irrote to Lili Segal, a scientist in the 6DR(8), was 
seized as "evidence". I had in this letter mentioned, among other 
things, that as a Journalist I had occupied myself with themes 
which had recently been regarded as "relevant to attacks". The 
Federal Supreme Court drew the following conclusion, which I will 
quote verbatim: "The letter is introduced for our consideration 
as evidence of a subjective fact; it can furnish the evidence that 
the accused did work relevant to the target of the attack. In 
this way (...) a subjective connection between the accused and the 
target of the attack is established." 

In this way it is intended to establish this "subjective connec¬ 
tion" in the course of the proceedings even though no concrete ev¬ 
idence exists. It is intended that every word I say here be 
turned into evidence of principles. To only point to one small 
example from other State Security trials: the use of the word 
"imperialism" already places me in a particular framework. It is 
pointless in this context to point out that this word is part of 
the ABCs of historical materialism, that this*word has a very 
practical meaning for the oppressed and exploited people of the 
earth in their daily lives - those whose children starve by the 
millions; those whose women, men, and children are exploited to 
death in the factories of the world market; those whose women, 
men, and children, driven from their homes as a result of poison 
gas, fill the refugee camps; those who see their resistance 
fighters subjected to bestial torture and murder. It is pointless 
in this context, it - obviously - wouldn't work. Finally, it un¬ 
folds in a way that will preserve this state of affairs. And any¬ 
one who really uses historical materialism seriously threatens 
the smooth preservation of this state of affairs. Superficially, 
it is presented as follows: the word "imperialism", which de¬ 
scribes a completely concrete state of affairs in the world, is 
used by the guerilla which struggles against this state of af¬ 
fairs with arms. That gives State Security a pretext to declare 
the word a taboo word. And those who offend this taboo should be 
convicted for having particular principles. The same is true many 
times over for the word "guerilla". State Security says: whoever 
says guerilla belongs to the guerilla. Neologism is known to be 
terrorism. There are not only themes "relevant to attacks", but 
also words "relevant to attacks". 

The threat that each use of these concepts would become a building 
block in my conviction, this threat has hung over my head like the 
Sword of Damocles since my arrest. This threat is, however, not 
only an attempt to replace the evidence which is lacking with 
principles, it is also an attempt to silence me, to depoliticize 
me. If I won't say for whom I purchased the ominous clock, then I 
should also keep my mouth shut about politics. 
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I will not, however, let myself be silenced. I have spent my life 
loudly saying what I think, articulating my political opinions in 
articles, books, and discussions. I am not ready now to muzzle 
myself, to be Invisible in this room. I know that in this way I 
am possibly digging my own grave. However, I also know that both 
inside and'outside of this bunker very many people are following 
what happens here very attentively. 

If one will convict me simply and only for my political opinions, 
it must at least occur and be justified in full view of the pub¬ 
lic. I see in this, in spite of the fantastic indictment, that we 
have already leant this trial composure and, at the same time, a 
lot of anticipation. 

Ingrid Strobl 
14-02-89 


FOOTNOTES 

(1) Kontaktsperre - a law used to deprive political prisoners of 
all outside contact including newspapers, radio, lawyers* vis¬ 
its, family visits, etc.. In effdct, total, 100% isolation. 

(2) Thousand Year Reich - the Third Reich was also referred to as 
the Thousand Year Reich by the Nazis. This was an historical 
reference to the First Reich which lasted from 801 until 
1806, seen by the Nazis as Germany's Golden Age. 

(3) Konrad Adenauer - member of the Christen Democratic Party 
(CDU) and Federal Chancellor from 1945 until 1963. 

(4) This was a mass movement in the 1950s; initially it was led 
by the Communist Party of Germany (KPD). 

(5) The KPD was proscribed in 1956. 

(6) Zyklon B - the gas used in the concentration camp gas chamb¬ 
ers during World War II. 

(7) APO - Extra-Parliamentary Opposition, largely student New 
Left of the late 1960s and early 1970s. 

(8) GDR - German Democratic Republic, East Germany. 
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Ingrid Strobl*s Closing Statement C1) 


This trial has dragged on for four months now. What remains after 
so much time? For all those who attended the trials awful memorT 
ies must remain. Memories of waiting for hours regardless of the 
weather, of humiliating body searches, of additional arbitrary 
harassment which was different each time. 

It remains unclear what will become of tife data collected from 
visitors to the trial. Or rather, more correctly stated: at the 
latest, following the most recent revelations regarding the 
SchmQcker trial(2) it is certain that this data ends up at least 
with the Verfassungsschutz(3) - and obviously as potential in¬ 
criminating evidence against visitors to the trial. There remains 
for me and for all those who saw it, the memory of my transport in 
a lion's ca g e with p a nzers, helicopters, and machine-pistols with 
the .safeties off. 


In spite of the scenarios,' in spite of these 
propagandistic alleged security measures, in spite of these State 
of Emergency measures becoming the norm in State Security trials, 
the Senate continues to claim that this trial is being handled like 
a normal criminal trial. Why, in fact, it is not being carried • 
out like a normal criminal trial my lawyers have fully developed 
in their pleas(4). I don't want to reiterate what has already 
been said. 

The fact that Ulla Penselin and I were presented in the press as 
convicted "terrorists" is also part of this process. As is the 
fact that the press from the beginning indiscriminately swallowed 
the Karlsruhe(5) crime novel. That the Springer(6) and Security 
Service rag "Die Welt" was able to offer a detailed report of the 
BKA's Alarm Clock Programme(7) at a time when my defense team and 
I had as yet been unable to examine the records is also part of 
this process. That, as was reported in "Arbeiterkarapf"(8), 

Boeden, the head of the Verfassungsschutz, stated in a friendly 
chat with journalists from Bonn, "Ingrid Strobl will be convict¬ 
ed," is also part of this process. And that was weeks before the 
end of the trial. Since then I've asked myself, "How does the man 
know that?". 

"Coercive Detention: The Wonder Weapon" 

Coercive detention, the new wonder weapon, is also indirectly part 
of the process. The Federal Prosecutors'Office had first to let 
Ulla Penselin out of their claws and then had to see if the flira— 
siness of their so-called evidence against me would seem as bla¬ 
tant. As such, they've concentrated intensively on the search for 
four people who, since 18-12-87, they've pursued as so-called RZ 
members. Even against these people they don't have sufficient 
evidence, as they themselves acknowledge. Therefore, they are now 
trying to squeeze testimony out of acquaintances and friends of 
these people. The form the pressure takes is the threat of coer¬ 
cive detention. And this threat isn't simply theoretical; two 
women are actually sitting in prison for their refusal to talk to 
the gentlemen. The Federal Prosecutors won't be able to sleep 
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peacefully any longer if they finally have to admit that their en¬ 
tire Christmas spectacle of 18-12 was nothing other than a spec¬ 
tacular flop. 



What in fact remains of these charges after this four month trial? 
For one thing, nothing remains of the initial claim, made with 
complete certainty, that I am a member of the Revolutionary Cells. 
The Federal Prosecutors*Office naturally didn't withdraw this 
claim of their own free will, but because the the judge ruled that 
their evidence wasn't sufficient. 


The Federal Prosecutors'Office attempted as a result of this to 
get their revenge by demanding a high sentence against me for sup¬ 
porting and financlaJLly^ subsidizing ^terrorist organization. 
However, they can't produce any evidence for this claim either. 
Only foolish interpretations of my conduct and clearly false in¬ 
terpretations of testimony. 


To hear the pleas of the Federal Prosecutors was to hear the 
teeth-gnashing of Mrs. Lampe and Kruse. 

"Thought Crime" 


Comments such as a radical feminist wouldn't usually chat in a 
friendly way with a fashionable clock saleswoman, such comments 
speak for themselves - and for the picture that the Federal 
Prosecutors have of radical feminists. Namely, they usually 
scratch fashionable saleswomien's eyes out - if they behave other¬ 
wise it must be treacherous and clandestine. 


Nonetheless, the Federal Prosecutors * Office learned a lot in the 
course of this trial. For example, they learned that they can't 
publicly advance anything with their latest invention, "themes 
relevant to attacks". Exactly the opposite has been the case - 
the themes have been advanced. And so the gentlemen prosecutors 
actually had the audacity in their plea to claim that my activity 
around "themes relevant to attacks" plays no role in the charges. 
Naturally, in that case, the question remains as to why the inves¬ 
tigations against myself and the people with whom I am on friendly 
terms were entirely based on the fact that we deal with "themes 
relevant to attacks". And why. in that case, did the prosecutor 
introduce as evidence a letter written by me. in which I write that 
I have also dealt with themes which had recently been regarded as 
"relevant to attacks". 

Indignantly, the Federal Prosecutors*Office pointed out in their 
plea that the accusations against me had nothing to do with my 
basic convictions. Oh no. they didn't play the teeny-weeniest 
role. But. so says the Federal Prosecutors * Office. BUT one must 
nonetheless consider that they are the exact same as those of the 
Revolutionary Cells. And so parts of old articles written by me 
were read out - as evidence. Although, naturally, as has been 
said, my basic convictions played no role. All the same, an ar- 
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tide of mine was read out twice. In this framework my ”EMMA” 
texts were read out on one occasion. And on another occasion 
letters that I had written to prisoners were introduced as doc- 
u mentary evidence as well. An article which, for the Federal 
Prosecutors#, had an especially strong quality as evidence mentioned 
neither refugees nor refugee policy even once. In this article - 
written in 1983 - I simply wrote about xenophobia. I ask in this 
article why we don’t express stronger solidarity with immigrant 
workers living here. Why, for example, we are silent regarding 
Turkish jokes instead of screaming. Why we don’t simply paint 
over racist grafitti. Why we find so little civic courage when 
nothing will happen to us, when the Gestapo won’t be at our door 
if we open our mouths. This article so obviously hit a nerve for 
the Federal Prosecutors that they placed it as documentary evi¬ 
dence in the files twice. 

"X” 

My basic convictions have, therefore, nothing to do with the 
events. I hear such news with pleasure, except that I lack faith. 
Then what remains? Nothing. Therefore, the prosecutors lay the 
emphasis of their argument on my so-called restrained testimony — 
and in so doing, in the final analysis, they again lay it on my 
basic convictions. That is perfectly understandable. My refusal 
to hand X over to them is diametrically opposed to and in contra¬ 
diction to their prosecutor mentality. As well, they can neither 
produce evidence for my merabership(9) nor to support the claim 
that I knew what I was buying the clock for. And so ray silence 
regarding X is made into the key point in the prosecution, into 
the seemingly convincing piece of evidence for my accessory stat¬ 
us . 

Thie fact remains that X doesn’t stand, a chance regardless of 
whether he turns himself in, as was demanded by some people har¬ 
boring romantic notions, or whether he is identified. And it 
would not help ME either. One could still maintain - and 

the Federal Prosecutors ’ Of f ice .'surely would’ do so - that he 

was the member and I was the supporter. 

I would be handing X over to Messrs. Pressler and Meyer of the 
BKA, men who immediately treated me as a member of the Revolution¬ 
ary Cells and a gang leader on the basis of a clock purchase; who 
have declared my friends to be the "scene”, or even further, other 
members of the Strobl Group of their fantasies; who even today in¬ 
vestigate friends of mine, and this due to an alleged membership; 
who turn a telephone conversation regarding Simone de Beauvoir’s 
understanding regarding French collaboration with the Nazis into 
plans to attack Chilean establishments. 

I would be turning X over to a Federal Prosecutors’Office which 
following the arrests of Ulla Penselin and myself spoke triumph¬ 
antly of a massive blow against the Revolutionary Cells; to a 
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Federal Prosecutors*Office which held firmly to my membership 
until the end, and only began to let it fall when they^ saw t hat 
they had no option if they were to avoid a major fembalrrassment, 
to a Federal Prosecutors’ Office which in their plea repeated with 
real relish that with every word I spoke in this trial I lied. I 
am not so naive as to assume that this Federal Prosecutors' Office 
would believe X. 

That I didn’t hand X over had nothing to do with him, but above 
all had to do with me, with my understanding of myself political¬ 
ly, with my understanding of morals, of dignity, of pride. These 
concepts may sound old-fashioned, but to me they are more real to¬ 
day than ever before. I hear from many sides that it is incom¬ 
prehensible that now, after experiencing 18 months in prison, I 
risk many more years by not saying for whom I bought the clock. 

One can only think in this way if one believes I would commit 
treason. Above all, one can only think this way if s/he has her/ 
himself never been in prison. One can only think this way if 

s/he begins with the assumption that every human being has her/his 
price. 

Yes, I’ve lived - if one really wants to use that euphemism - I’ve 
lived for almost 18 months in prison. Yes, I suffer as a result. 
However, I don’t only suffer, rather I struggle daily not to be 
demeaned by the demeaning prison conditions. I struggle daily to 
keep my human dignity in conditions that deny all human dignity. 
And now I should demean myself by attempting to achieve my free¬ 
dom at the cost of another human? Who can demand that of me? Who 
can even think me capable of it? 

"How Does One Prove That One Knows Nothing?" 

The judge here emphasized many times that it was above all necess¬ 
ary to find out whether I knew what the clock was actually for. 
There is no evidence FOR this thesis. However, I can produce no 
evidence that concretely disproves it. One can perhaps - with 
lots of luck - prove that one didn’t do something. How, however, 
can one prove that one didn’t know something? According to cur¬ 
rent law, which the Senate also convokes, I don’t have to do this. 
Those charged don’t have to prove their innocence, rather an al¬ 
leged guilt must be evidentially proven. 

"Class Justice" 

In school I learned that justice is based on the principle in 
dubio pro reo(lO). In the course of my life I’ve learned 
that that doesn’t apply absolutely. In the course of my life I’ve 
learned what role justice plays in a class society and in a soci¬ 
ety in which men rule over women. 

In school I learned that the Nazi criminals were held responsible 
after 1945. In the course of my life I’ve learned that justice in 
the early Federal Republic State did nothing while their former 
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colleagues, including those from the Volksgerichtshof(11), were 
absolved of all guilt. In school I learned that under any circum¬ 
stances murderers land in prison. Only a few weeks ago I learned 
anew that under certain conditions that is absolutely not the 

case. It definitely depends on who killed who. It was, for ex¬ 
ample, proven that Mr. HBcker, an SS ObersturmfQhrer, was involved 

in the gassing of 60 women and children. He was, for this, sen¬ 
tenced to four years. Of this he didn’t serve a day. Mr. HBcker 

is a free man. Who would want to place someone who only eliminat¬ 

ed Jews and other concentration camp riff-raff on the same level 
as real criminals?! 

"...And How It Sentences" 

In the almost 18 months of my pre-trial detention, I had sufficient 
opportunity to meet "real criminals". There was, for example, a 
young woman who smoked hashish off and on. Not least of all be¬ 
cause it helped her survive the fact that her male friend regular¬ 
ly spiritually and physically abused her. Since then a new man 
turned up who promised to free her from this nightmare, and, 
above all, to make her the woman of his life. However, first 
as part of getting her life out of danger she should get him 3 
kilos of hashish. The young woman ran from Pontius to Pilate to 
find the amount demanded and in the end succeeded in getting it. 
When she gave the stuff to her new lover she was immediately ar¬ 
rested - the good man was a V-mann(12) from the drug squad. The 
judge found the woman guilty. Since that time she has been sit¬ 
ting in prison as a dealer. 

There was the Philippine women who was brought to Munich by a nice 
German vacationer. He wanted to marry her and to 

do so he needed her passport. Until the wedding she was to live 
with a friend of his while everything was arranged. The friend's 
place turned out to be a bordello in which the woman was squeezed 
dry for a good year. Until the police came. The police arrested 
the woman and her other foreign colleagues and placed her in remand 
pending deportation. The bordello owner can be admired in a 
circle of his beloved in the Mflnchener Abendzeitung(13) - in a 
photo from a carnival gathering. It goes without saying that this 
picture wasn't taken in JVA Stadelheim(14). 

There was also the women who was caught with four kilos of heroin 
in a car. She was only with us a week. She, as one says in the 
jargon, "pulled a 31". She offered to serve as a crown witness. 
With her testimony she not only put a real dealer in prison, but 
also four other people who occasionally bought something from the 
dealer - or from her. She herself didn't come before the judge 
even once. 


"Guilty, Innocent" 


In prison, I've experienced very clearly what the terms guilty and 
innocent mean. They say virtually nothing about what a person has 
really done. They, however, say a lot about society and its 
j ustice. 


56 



Innocent in this society and before its Justice system are the 
gentlemen from the Volksgerichtshof, the doctor who torments a 
concentration camp prisoner to death with human experiments; the 
manager who calculates investment returns from slave labor; the 
race commentator and even the manufacturer of Zyklon B(15). 

Innocent in this society and before its Justice system are the 
corporation bosses and managers who naturally Include death by 
starvation of countless people in the so-called Third World as 
part of the well-being and benefit of their profits. 

Innocent are the producers of poison gas and other chemical pois-r 
ons who have the deaths of hundreds of thousands on their con¬ 
science as part of the well-being and benefit of their profits. 

Innocent are the race ideologists, who with their anti-foreigner 
campaigns bring Turkish parents to the point where they no longer 
dare to send their children to school on ’’the Fflhrer’s birth- 
day”(16). 

Innocent are the so-called marriage brokers who bring women from 
the Third World and more recently Poland as sexual commodities 
for German men. 

Innocent is the boss who rapes his apprentice. After all, the 
Judge prefers to believe an honorable businessman than an adoles¬ 
cent girl. 

”In that Case, I Admit My Guilt” 

Faced with the concepts of guilty and innocent within the context 
of this social and legal procession, I cannot defend myself by 
saying that I am innocent. By so doing I would place myself in a 
society of old Jew murderers, neo-racists, of armchair criminals, 
rapists, and women traders. 

In that case, I admit my guilt. 

I admit that I am guilty of being unable to accept the exploita¬ 
tion and murder of people in the so-called Third World. 

I admit that I am guilty of being unable to accept the exploita¬ 
tion and demeaning of the women of the world as sexual commod¬ 
ities. 

I admit that I am guilty of harboring a radical left and feminist 
perspective and of not wanting or caring to renounce this per¬ 
spective . 

I admit that I am guilty of being unable to accept the cold 
amnesty for NS criminals and their tragic role in the establish¬ 
ment of the Federal Republic State. 

I’ admit that I am guilty of being unable to accept either the la¬ 
tent or the aggressive racism, either the latent or the aggressive 
anti-Semitism of this society. 
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I admit that I am guilty of being unable to accept the new refugee 
policy and of being unable to accept gene and reproduction tech¬ 
nologies as methods of eradication, methods of so-called health 
reforms and of so-called euthanasia. 

I admit that I am guilty of being unable to accept the incapaci¬ 
tation of people through halfway houses, psychiatric institutions, 
and prisons. 

I admit that I am guilty of being a feminist, an internationalist, 
and an anti-fascist in a society where NS criminals, slave trad¬ 
ers, and politicians with programmes to force foreigners out are 
acquitted of all guilt. 

Ingrid Strobl 
06-06-89 


FOOTNOTES 

(1) On 06-06-89, Ingrid was sentenced to 5 years in prison as a 
supporter of a "terrorist” organization. 

(2) Schmflcker Trial - on 04—06—74, Ulrich SchmUcker, a member of 
the "2nd of June Movement", a Berlin-based Anarchist Anti- 
Imperialist guerilla group, was executed for acting as an in¬ 
former. After 15 years, the trial continues with increasing 
evidence of police involvement in the Schmflcker killing as an 
effort to disrupt both the "2nd of June Movement" and the 
West German anti-imperialist movement. 

(3) Verfassungsschutz - literally Office for the Protection of 
the Constitution, West German intelligence-gathering agency, 
key in counter-insurgency. 

(4) Unfortunately, these documents were not available to the 
translators of this collection. 

(5) Karlsruhe - site of the BAW's head office. 

(6) Springer — West Germany's major newspaper consortium, key in 
attacks on the left nationally and internationally. 

(7) Alarm Clock Programme - on 23-02-89, "Die Welt" printed an 
article regarding a BKA programme whereby individuals pur¬ 
chasing alarm clocks suitable for use as timers in bombs 
had their photos clandestinely taken. 

(8) Arbeiterkampf - means "Workers' Struggle", high quality, 
non-aligned Marxist-Leninist weekly newspaper. 

(9) Ingrid here refers to her alleged membership in the RZs. 

(10) In dubio pro reo - literally means in doubt for the accused, 
figuratively means innocent until proven guilty. 

(11) Volksgerichtshof - means "People's Court", name of court 
during Nazi period. 

(12) V-mann - Verfassungschutzmann, undercover agent. 

(13) Mflnchner Abendzeitung - Munich Evening News. 

(14) JVA Stadelheira - a prison in the city of Stadelheim. 

(15) Zyklon B - the gas used in Nazi gas chambers. 

(16) A reference to neo-Nazi celebrations of Hitler's birthday. 
These "celebration^' often include attacks on foreigners. 
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open Letter to Ingrid Strobl 


Dear Miss Strobl, 


Our Catholic crafts circle of single and unmarried ladies spon¬ 
taneously decided to send you a consoling word. Our member-sister 
Rosa said yesterday that it was not right that we sit so pleas¬ 
antly together here, when it is so lonely to sit in prison. Then 
our Clara had the idea of sending you, dear Miss Strobl, these few 
lines. 


To cheer you up in your modest accommodations, we're sending a 
personal greeting from us to you. 

Claire put her hands on her hips and, for you, shouted, "Who 
threw that clay there?...". Mat 
Hildegard sends a small glass sp 
new members for our Welcome Wagon, 
ature from Anita and Lida Gusta\ 
reach you soon. Louise will ser 
paper as soon as it's printed. 

We embrace you with great longing. 

Claire, Hedwig, Clara, Louise, KMthe, Hildegard 
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P.S. Rosa is in Luxemburg today and sends her heartfelt greetings. 
P.P.S. I haven't met the beautiful Zola, Alice said from Wonder¬ 
land . 


59 



Solidarity Statement from the Bochum Women’s Bookstore 

The State-wide BKA action of the 18-12-87 (raids in 33 homes and 
offices) was directed, on the primary level, against women and 
women's projects. As women from the autonomous women's movement, 
it is important for us to clearly examine the bases for this. The 
women affected are active in the discussion around gene and repro¬ 
ductive technologies. Since 1985, we women, both throughout 
Germany and internationally, have educated ourselves, have dis¬ 
cussed, and have worked collectively. 

We know that these new technologies also mean a new quality in the 
exploitation and oppression of women. Through reproductive tech¬ 
niques (from test-tube babies to altering the genetic composition 
of embryos) and ever more precise research during pregnancy, women 
will be increasingly controlled, will have our free disposal of 
bur bodies ever more strongly curtailed. The policy of selection 
and eradication was already established in population policy under 
National Socialism. Which woman could bear which child was set. 
Today, with "modern" methods, the same goal will be pursued. 

The complete planning and control of all life, as a goal of the 
patriarchal delusion of omnipotence, can only function through us 
women. Therefore, we defend ourselves. 


We are in solidarity with the women affected and protest as sharp¬ 
ly as possible against the criminalization of the discussions 
amongst ourselves of vital issues. 









Kassel Women on the December Raids and Arrests 


Dear women: we, the Kassel women's projects and women’s groups, 
have sent the following appeal to the TAZ and EMMA. We are also 
attempting to publish it as an annoucement in local presses. 
Perhaps yoif have other possibilities for constructing counter- 
information with this appeal.... 


Danger in the Penal System (1) 

Solidarity Greetings to the Women in Prison 

In the time between the 18th and the 20th of December 1987, 

approximately 300 BKA agents simulataneously raided 33 homes and 
offices. Among others, the feminist Gene Archive in Essen, the 
alternative Tageszeitung (TAZ), and individuals who had expressed 
criticism of genetic and reproductive research, as well as trading 
in women and sex tourism, were affected. 

During this campaign of raids approximately 20 people were finger¬ 
printed and photographed. The journalist and former EMMA editor, 
Ingrid Strobl and the typesetter, Ursula Penselin were arrested 
and have languished in prison in Hamburg and Munich since then. 

"Future danger”(l), "carrying out publicity for a terrorist 
organization"(2),"membership in a terrorist organization"(2) 
are the magic formulas through which the raids were facilitated 
and legitimized. 

The State is constructing an ever larger and more easily applied 
repertoire oFlaws and possibilities for action, so as to achieve 
all of their objectives with regards to managing resistance 
[Paragraph 129a, StGB(3), new security laws...]. These actions of 
the State, in this case, serve to criminalize as terrorist organ¬ 
izations women’s groups, individual women, and in this way the 
entire women’s movement which expresses sentiments critical of 
the system, for example, of genetic and reproductive technologies 
and/or sex tourism. 

While organized associations are unhindered in conducting their 
criminal and anti-human businesses, such as nuclear waste dumps, 
trading in women, sex tourism, genetic manipulation, it is pre¬ 
cisely the persons and groups that revolt against such machina¬ 
tions and openly defend themselves who will be intimidated and 
criminalized. 

The purpose is clear. Every form of resistance and counter-in¬ 
formation should be prevented from the outset. We can only con¬ 
front the desired splits and efforts to intimidate together. Sol¬ 
idarity and the resolute continuation of our work must be the con¬ 
sequence . 
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Write the women affected by the BKA’s terror actions whether they 
are inside or outside of prison. Have discussions and organize 
events... 

Not only thoughts shall be free(4). 

Signatory Groups: 

Archiv der deutschen Frauenbewegung e.V., ARABIA Frauenbuchladen, 
Frauenforum e.V., Frauenhaus e.V., Notruf fflr vergewaltigte 
Frauen und Madchen e.V., Krampfader, Kassler Frauenmafzin, 
Frauengeschichtsgruppe, Par. 218 Gruppe, Schwarze Winkel - Gruppe 
gegen sexuelle Misshandlung von Madchen und Frauen, Gruppe gegen 
Sextourismus und Frauenhandel, Frauenzentrum. Autonomes und 
Lebensreferat der GhK Kassel, Frauen informieren Frauen e.V. 


FOOTNOTES 

(1) This is a play on words in the original. In German the title 
reads, ’’Gefahr im Vollzuge" (Danger in Prison) and the first 
phrase in Paragraph #3 reads, "Gefahr im Verzuge" (future 

danger) . 

(2) Refers to the feminist-autonomist guerilla group Rote Zora 
and the autonomist guerilla group, the Revolutionary Cells 
(RZ). 

(3) StGB - laws governing imprisonment. 

(4) Reference to a World War II resistance song which said, 

"Your thoughts are free". 
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Letter from Ulla Penselin*s Sister 


...and suddenly Paragraph 129a was very real... 

”A young woman was arrested in Hamburg.” So the report about the 
Bundeskriminalamtes raids on the evening news said. Such reports 
are nothing special for us. I note them and, following the com¬ 
plete media reports, file them away in my head somewhere or send 
them to oblivion. The consternation is rather abstract. Mostly, 
it doesn't penetrate into my feelings. But this time everything 
was different. The following day I got a call from my parents. 

The woman arrested in Hamburg was my sister Ulla. Scenes from the 
film "Bleierne Zeit”(l), in which Gudrun Ensslin(2) is visited in 
prison by her sister, ran through my head. Suddenly Paragraph 
129a is very real and very tangible. It rises out of its abstract 
ness. The prison conditions associated with other prisoners, lim¬ 
itations on visits, visits under surveillance, etc., became very 
real. 

The nevly developed activities, the new experiences, and the con¬ 
cerns about Ulla were accompanied by gnawing questions. Why 
didn’t I previously, in spite of knowing about Paragraph 129a and 
all of the intensifications which it has undergone, feel affected 
by it? I had not clearly familiarized myself with what this para¬ 
graph meant for political work nor had I tried to concretely un¬ 
derstand what the prison conditions meant for the ’’lives” of the 
prisoners. 

Some of you are perhaps filled with indignation about this naivete 
or ignorance, but I am sure that there are many people whose pro¬ 
cess was like mine: politicization during studies, a few years 
engagement in women’s groups. Third World groups, and other 
groups, then exams, the first job, a child. Old connections break 
down, friends drift away, daily life changes drastically. I took 
a break, allowed myself a phase to orient myself anew and withdrew 
from all political connections. What remains from the ’’good old” 
active times is the (passive) ’’critical consciousness”, which still 
expresses itself in the choice of newspapers, attending the occa¬ 
sional event and participating in demos, or the signing of diverse 
petitions. And now I constantly ask myself how it happened that I 
didn’t pay any attention to these political developments, that I 
didn’t feel concerned. I believe it is, comparatively, the same 
mechanism by which I came to grips with the growing environmental 
pollution: if I allowed myself to fully comprehend how contamin¬ 

ated our environment and our food are, it would be extremely omin¬ 
ous and frightening. For the knowledge of these conditions not to 
impair me too much in my daily life, I must simply push it even 
further into the background. After all, I can’t and don’t want to 
think, with every bite I swallow, about all the harmful, diseased 
substances that could be in it! And, of course, the same mechan¬ 
ism works regarding the increasing repression and control from the 
State: if I constantly hold the current political situation in 

front of my eyes, I would feel in danger and, at the same time, 
helpless. And so I prefer not to let these truths come too close 
to me. The mechanism works well: I don’t want to be active and 
also don’t want to have a good look at the fear, to emerge from 
the silent majority and, in this way, also possibly enter the 
sights of our State Security policel 
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With all my brooding, with all my attempts to understand what is 
being done to Ulla and Ingrid and many others, I again notice 
that somewhere in my head, in spite of all my scepticism regarding 
our ’’justice” system, lies a hard-to-escape belief that there must 
be a legal,authority to whom one can turn, a legal authority who 
will simply not permit ”something such as this”. I can’t, in 
spite of all political logic, finally grasp. In the end, I final¬ 
ly get the question through my head, ”In a few years will I be re¬ 
proached by my son for not protecting myself, for closing my eyes 
and remaining silent?” 

For me it is important to write this article on the basis of my 
apparent personal consternation. Because in this situation, I 
find myself again drastically conscious that the customary appeals 
for solidarity, political evaluations, etc. frequently bounce off 
me. There are simply too many other similar events filed away in 
my head. Is this the result, among other things, of the fact that 
the critical Left press writes reports that are too stereotyped, 
too schematic, and contain too many slogans? For example, it al¬ 
ways says ’’write letters” under articles, leaflets, resolutions, 
etc. reporting on people in prison. I have always noted this re¬ 
quest. However, I’ve never thought that it referred to me. It 
seemed to me to be a formula which was a part of it. When I visit 
Ulla in prison now and she expresses the desire for a lot of mall, 
because solidarity from the outside gives her strength to survive 
isolation, then I know what lies behind this request! 

Also, for some time, I've been pushing the theme of gene and re¬ 
productive technology away. The longer and more intensively I oc¬ 
cupy myself with this theme, the more apparent it becomes to me 
that it is necessary for me to be publicly involved, to again be 
politically active. The events of the past weeks have strengthen¬ 
ed me in this! 

Ulrike Penselin 


FOOTNOTES 

(1) Bleierne Zeit - German title of the Margaretha von Trotta 
film translated into English under the title ’’Marianne and 
Julianne”. Literally translated it means ” The Leaden Times”. 

(2) Gudrun Ensslin ~ founding member of the Red Army Faction (RAF), 
murdered in prison on 18-10-77. Her relationship with her 
sister was the subject of the film ’’Marianne and Julianne”. 

The film was intensely unpopular with most tendancies of the 
West German Left, particularily those sections sympathetic 

to the underground. 
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